SUPPLEMENT  TO 

COMMERCE  REP 

DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 
ISSUED  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  CQ^IMERC 
DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE,  WASHINGTON,  D. Cr 

Annual  Series  No.  52h  November  16,  1918 

CHINA. 

CHUNGKING. 

By   Cunsul   fJcorsc   C.    Hanson. 

Trade  in  the  Clumgkinf^  consular  district  Avas  carried  on  under 
good  conditions  during  the  first  half  of  1017,  although  brigandage  was 
prevalent.  In  the  last  half  of  the  year  political  troubles,  culminating 
in  the  capture  of  Chungking  by  rebellious  forces  from  the  Province 
of  Kweichow,  put  an  end  to  trade  in  the  larger  cities  of  the  Province. 
Movements  of  northern  troops  up  and  down  the  river  in  the  fall 
resulted  in  the  taking  over  of  all  the  Chinese-owned  steamers  run- 
ning on  the  Yangtze  Kiver  between  Ichang  and  Chungking,  and  the 
movement  of  cargo  was  adversely  affected  tliereby. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  both  exports  and  imports  showed 
substantial  increases  over  the  figures  for  the  corresponding  quarter 
of  lOlC).  The  same  was  true  for  the  April- June  quarter,  and  indi- 
cated that  the  trade  of  Chungking  was  recovering  from  the  effects 
of  the  ])olitical  troubles  of  lOlH.  But  this  wholesome  recovery  was 
checked  by  military  disputes  between  Yunnan  Province,  aided  by 
Kweichow  Province,  and  Szechwan  and  by  the  sending  of  northerii 
troops  into  this  l*rovince.  Mail  matter  was  transported  with  increas- 
ing difficulties,  and  telegraphic  communication  was  frequently  inter- 
rupted. Practically  all  lines  of  business  suffered,  with  the  exception 
of  the  banking  interests,  which,  r.s  rates  of  interest  became  abnor- 
mally high  during  the  last  six  months,  made  some  profit.  Piece-goods 
merchants  lost  money  and  silk  dealers  suffered  on  account  of  the  bad 
local  shipping  conditions  and  because  of  the  difficulty  experienced  in 
securiug  ocean  cargo  space  at  Shanghai.  Shipments  of  wool  were 
held  up  in  various  ])arts  of  the  Province,  and  dealers  in  this  com- 
modity suffered.  The  hide  trade  was  also  affected.  The  demand  in 
Europe  for  liides  was  great,  l)ut  lack  of  shipping  space  prevented 
shipments  to  that  quarter.  The  regulation  of  prices  in  the  United 
States  acted  against  the  local  market,  and  prices  fell  enormously. 
The  year's  business  in  Shanghai  cotton  yarns  was  good,  and  the 
sauie  can  be  said  of  the  trade  in  the  Indian  and  Japanese  varieties. 
Agriculture,  Mining,  and  Other  Industries. 

The  principal  crops  of  Szechwan  Province  are  soya  and  other 
beans,  hemp,  maize,  sweet  potatoes,  rapeseed,  rice,  sugar  cane,  tobacco, 
and  wheat.  All  these  crops,  especially  rice  aud  maize,  were  very  good 
during  li)l7,  and,  as  the  foundation  of  the  prosperity  of  this  Proviiico 
lies  in  its  agricnltiiral  industry,  the  good  harvest  yield  aided  much 
in  oifsetting  the  econoniic  losses  due  to  military  o])erati()ns.  The 
farmers  sold  their  produce  at  good  prices.     During  the  summer  the 
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Va«i^C/c  lo.-^'  toIlM-  i;iv:ii  lifiiilit  «»f  0-2  feet  al)«>\«'  the  low-watci'  level 
V  :\t  (Mniiij^UJiiCf.    ( "i  <>|)s  tlijit  were  yrowiii*;  on  the  river  hanks  and  were 

••^       rwu'lu'd  l>y  this  iiimsniil  Hood  sullei-ed,  hut  not  enouLrli  to  allett  tho 
^^«:i'nei:il  eTvcellcnre  of  the  total  yield. 

^*^  T-lw«  rluef  prochiets  of  the  mines  of  this  district  are  antimony, 
coal,  (opper,  white  copper,  ^oM,  frypsum,  iron,  lead,  mica,  salt,  silver, 
und  zinc.  Considering;  the  vast  potentialities  of  the  mininj;  in«lustiy 
here,  the  ontpiit  in  1017  was  sinal].  Crude  native  methods  of  mininjir 
were  employed.  Xothinir  on  a  vast  scale  can  he  exi)ected  of  this  im- 
]K)rtant  indiistiv  until  railways  are  consti-ucied  in  this  l*rovince  and 
the  use  of  modern  machinery  is  ado|)ted. 

Western  Szecliwan  and  Tihet  are  larjijely  devoted  to  stock  raisini,' 
and  produce  larj^e  (juantities  of  hides,  goatsldns,  and  wool  for  export. 
On  account  of  shippino;  difTiculties  and  price  regulation  in  the  United 
States,  stock  raiseis  did  not  secure  the  hi^h  prices  formerly  obtained 
for  their  products. 

Trapping  and  hunting  yielded  many  pelts  and  furs  that  were  ex 
ported  from  Chungking,  among  these  l)eing  black  beai-,  wild  boar, 
deer,  fox,  hare,  leopard,  musk  deer,  sable,  mountain  sheep,  skunk, 
tiger,  wildcat,  and  wolf.    The  i)elts  of  tlM»se  animals  are  largely  i)re- 
pared  for  the  market  at  Chmigking. 

Industrial  Products  of  the  District. 

The  chief  industrial  products  of  the  district  are  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, manufactured  for  and  by  the  piovincial  government  at  Chengtu 
only:  brine,  Avhich  is  produced  in  large  quantities  and  is  a  source 
of  considerable  wealth  to  the  sall-vv<>lj  (jwners;  silver  and  copj^er 
coins,  manufactured  with  mode)n  machinery  at  Chengtu  and  Chmig- 
king by  the  provincial  government :  cotton  cloth,  made  on  hand 
looms;  fancy  and  plain  glass,  hosiery,  leather  goods,  matches,  pa))er. 
silk  goods,  and  soap. 

Heavy  taxes,  levied  for  niilit^iry  puri)oses  on  the  output  of  the 
brine  wells,  caused  serious  damage  to  the  salt  industry,  as  many 
mine  owners  found  the  levy  so  irksome  that  they  .suspended  opera- 
tions. 

The  cotton-cloih  industry  nourished  throughout  the  year,  as  tli»' 
amount  of  cotton  yarn  imported  testifies.  At  i)resent  the  natives  can 
produce  only  the  coarser  grades  of  cotton  goods,  and  it  is  still  neces 
sarv  for  them  to  import  the  liner  grades.  The  importation  and  use 
of  foreign  machinery  would  enable  them  to  manufacture  cloth  of  a 
better  (HJality. 

The  manufacture  of  silk  is  an  industry  for  which  this  Province  is 
justly  noted.  The  lOlT  production  was  large,  but  prices  ruled  low 
and  dealers  in  the  finished  products  lost  money  because  they  were 
unable  to  ship  their  goods  down  the  river  on  account  of  the  disturbed 
political  conditi(ms  in  the  Province.  There  Avere  several  failures 
among  silk  merchants  as  a  result. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  developing  indu.stries  along  mod- 
ern lines,  but  a  vast  field  for  the  selling  of  modern  machinery  to  be 
used  in  the  above-nieulioned  industiies  lies  befoie  the  enterpri.sing 
salesman. 
Railway  Development  Needed — Construction  Work. 

No  lailway  construction  work  was  carried  on  in  the  district  dur- 
ing I!M7.  but  several  American  surveying  parties  were  in  the  field. 
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It  is  believed  that  little  actual  proj>;ress  in  railway  development  will 
be  made,  on  account  of  lack  of  capital,  until  after  the  war  in  Europe 
ends.  Althouirh  steam  navifjation  on  a  limited  scale  has  been  proved 
practical  on  the  Yaufjtze  between  Ichan<j^  and  C'huujj^king,  this 
wealthy  l^rovince  will  not  l)C  thrown  open  for  rapid  development 
until  tiie  railway  jK'netrates  the  interior  and  links  up  its  important 
trade  centei-s  with  the  China  coast,  or  at  least  with  Hankow,  The 
railway  is  necessai-y  for  the  develoiMuent  of  this  l*rovince.  and  the 
sooner  it  comes  the  bett<^r.  There  is  no  tiner  lield  for  American 
finance  and  en<j:ineering  skill  than  in  Szechwan,  and  the  bringing  of 
the  vast  potential  resources  of  this  district  to  the  coast  of  China  for 
distribution  to  foreign  countries  would  be  a  profitable  achievement. 

During  the  summer  of  1017,  Chengtu,  the  provincial  capital  of 
Szechwan,  suffered  twice  from  bombardment  and  resulting  fires. 
Large  areas  of  the  city  were  either  demolished  by  shell  fire  or 
burned.  Much  construction  work  has  since  been  done,  but  many  of 
the  structures  erected  are  not  of  as  permanent  a  nature  as  might  be 
desired.  Building  has  continued  at  Chungking,  but  lack  of  capital 
and  the  timidity  of  merchants  on  account  of  disturbed  conditions 
have  prevented  the  starting  of  construction  work  on  a  large  scale. 
A  large  and  substantial  four-stor}-  office  building,  owned  by  a 
Chinese  firm,  Avas  completed  during  1917,  and  its  completion  was 
marked  by  an  appropriate  ceremony.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce 
(Chinese)  completed  during  the  year  the  erection  of  an  arcade  near 
its  head(iuarters  with  space  for  the  accommodation  of  several  liun- 
dred  shoi)S. 

The  Chungking  electric-light  plant  furnished  erratic  service  dur- 
ing 1917,  as  the  machinery  of  the  plant  had  long  been  neglected.  For 
a  while  the  Chinese  operating  company  employed  a  foreign  engineer, 
who  improved  the  service  somewhat,  but  it  is  feared  that  the  old  con- 
ditions will  recur.  Service  is  furnished  now  from  dusk  to  dawn  at  a 
monthly  rate  of  $1.50  Mexican  per  lamp,  instead  of  from  dusk  to 
]nidnight  at  a  cost  of  $1  Mexican  per  lamp,  as  formerly. 

Chungking  is  in  great  need  of  a  public  telephone  system,  water- 
Avorks,  and  a  sewerage  system.  There  is  no  reason  why  Chinese  mer- 
chants could  not  be  interested  in  the  telephone  ]H'oposition.  A  large 
number  of  coolies  are  now  employed  in  bringing  the  water  of  the 
city  from  the  river  in  pails  and  distributing  it.  Chungking  is 
built  on  a  high,  rocky  promontory,  and  if  a  pimiping  and  filtra- 
tion plant  were  installed  on  the  Yangtze  just  above  the  city 
gravity  would  carry  the  water  easily  throughout  the  town.  A  sewer- 
age system  woidd  be  a  more  difficult  probleui.  not  that  there  are 
engineering  dilliculties,  but  because  the  sewage  is  considered  by  the 
Chinese  to  have  a  large  commercial  value.  To  nu'et  objections  it 
would  be  necessary  in  installing  a  sewerage  system  to  adoi)t  some 
plan  whereby  (he  sewage  re<i<bie  could  be  s;ived  f<>r  f«Mt  ili/.ing 
])Urposes. 

Financial  Conditions. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  financial  couilitiMiis  in  Chungking  and 
other  cities  of  the  Province  were  far  from  satisfactory.  Busine.ss. 
which  promised  .so  well  in  the  spring,  had  gradually  become  worse. 
Large  conunercial  centers,  such  as  Luchow,  Suifu,  and  Tzeliuching, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  lir.->t  one  contending  faction  aiid  then  un.  ther. 
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rilr  liU'lcliiUtH  of  tlu'M'  |)l:Ut'S  wiMC  called  upon  to  il<l\ti)lct'  fmi(l?s  tO 
-iippoil  llu'  \i('torioii<  soldiiMs.  AIiIioiiltIi  the  iiorlluM'n  troops 
f'rouoflu  :i  coiisidt'iablr  qiiantitv  oi"  silver  with  them  into  Chnii<j:king, 
it  was  not  sutKcient  to  t-heck  the  frra(hial  ti^httMiinji;  of  the  money 
nmrkel.  so  tliat  when  the  year  elosed  the  interest  rat*",  instead  of 
bein«»-  the  normal  avera«;e  of  1^  per  cent  per  month,  was  as  high  as 
•J  l)er  eent  per  m<mth.  The  haidxs  profited  hy  this,  but  not  the 
meirhants,  who  Avere  carrying  stocks  that  tliey  conhl  not  move  down 
river  or  into  the  intei'ior.  and  who  were  foi-ced  to  extend  iheii-  loans 
at  high  interest  rates.  At  the  annual  settling  time  in  China,  the 
l)aidvs  agreed  to  give  merchants  in  straitened  circnmstances  two 
months  of  grace  within  which  to  meet  their  obligations,  in  order 
to  prevent  them  from  failmg. 

The  valne  of  the  notes  of  the  Hank  of  C'hina  and  the  Bank  of 
Commnnications  remained  below  par  throughout  the  year.  Attempts 
were  made  both  at  Chengtn  and  Chungking  to  secure  foreign  loans, 
for  the  service  of  which  certain  pi-ovincial  revenues  were  offered, 
to  be  used  in  redeeming  these  notes.  Owing  to  the  unsettled  ])olitical 
conditions  prevailing  in  the  Province  and  to  the  demand  for  foreign 
capital  in  Euro])e  and  the  United  States,  these  attempts  failed. 
It  is  feared  that  imless  some  radical  measure  is  adopted  to  restore 
contidence  in  these  paper  issues  their  vahies  will  continue  to  fall  and 
Szechwan  trade  will  be  still  more  adversely  atfected  thereby. 

The  import  and  export  ])usiness  of  Chungking  is  largely  done 
through  ►Shanghai,  and  the  exchange  between  these  two  ports  })lays 
an  important  part  in  the  trade.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  when 
trade  was  good,  the  local  tael  was  about  on  a  par  with  the  Shanghai 
tael,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  at  a  preniiimi.  Local  mer- 
chants did  not  care  to  purchase  goods  at  Shanghai,  and  so  were  not 
interested  in  purchasing  drafts  drawn  here  <m  Shanghai.  The  in- 
ability of  the  merchants  to  secure  silver  from  Shanghai  and  the 
heavy  demands  made  upon  the  sto(,-k  of  silver  here  for  military  uses 
created  a  scarcity  and  a  (M)rres))onding  increase  in  the  \alue  of  the 
local  tael. 
Navigation  on  the  Upper  Yangtze. 

During  1S)17  an  American  oil  comi)any  placotl  on  the  i!pi)er 
Yangtze  River  run  between  Ichang  and  Chungking  a  specially  de- 
signed steamer,  the  Meitan,  built  at  Shanghai.  This  vessel  is  not  a 
cargo  boat,  but  tows  a  lighter,  which  can  be  used  for  transporting 
bulk  or  case  oil.  It  has  made  two  trips  above  Chungking  to  Luchow 
and  Suifu  and  lias  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  foreign  merchant 
.■>hii)  to  operate  in  the  waters  above  this  i)ort.  Foreign  gunboats  and 
small  Chine.se-owned  steamers  have  been  the  only  steamers  to  make 
these  ti-ii)s  heretofore.  A  British  oil  comi)auy  shortly  after  put  a 
steamer,  the  Anhni^  also  built  in  Shanghai,  on  this  run.  The 
('hichuuti  was  recently  purchased  from  the  S/.echwan  Railway  Steam- 
ship Co.  by  the  American  company  referred  to  and  was  lifted  with 
new  boilers  at  Shanghai.  It  will  be  used  for  transpoifing  oil  1*1(^111 
Tchang  to  jioi'ts  ui)ward  on  the  Yangtze. 

'i"he  steamers  mentioned   have   made  a  sufHcient    nnmber  of  sue 
••e-sfnl  trip>  to  demonstrate  that  steam  navigation  on  the  Yangtze 
lietweeii    Ichang   and    Chungki)ig   is   both    i)ractical    and   profitable. 
The  near  future  <hould  see  many  more  "-leamers  oj^erating  on  these 
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waters.  Provisional  regulations  for  steamer  and  junk  traffic  between 
Ic'lianfi:  and  Cliiin<i;kin.<r  wore  drawn  up  din'in<j:  the  year.  The  Board 
of  ^^'ar  at  Pekinj^  ajJiiropriated  a  small  .sum  of  money  which  was 
expended  in  effort?^  to  improve  the  river.  The  customs  river  in- 
spector spent  considerable  time  durino;  the  winter  of  11)17-18  in 
continuin<j;  his  surveys  and  examinations  of  the  river  channels.  A 
lar^e  sum  of  money  and  a  board  of  experienced  river-conservancy 
experts  are  needed  to  bring  about  jn-actical  improvements  on  a  large 
scale. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  American  enterprise  has  brought 
about  the  operation  of  American  steamers  on  those  waters.  Despite 
the  unfavorable  conditions  at  the  end  of  the  year,  entrances  and 
clearances  of  both  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  were  larger  in  number 
than  in  1010.  In  1917  the  number  of  Chinese  sailhig  vessels  (char- 
tered junks)  entered  under  general  regulations  at  the  port  of  Chung- 
king was  1,067.  with  a  tonnage  of  5(5,675;  clearances,  656,  witli  a 
tonnage  of  23,652;  total,  1,723,  with  a  tonnage  of  80,327. 

Increased  Trade  Through  Maritime  Customs. 

The  gross  value  of  the  trade  througli  the  Chungking  vklaritime 
Customs  during  1917  was  $31,755,703,  an  increase  of  S7,443.9G0  over 
the  trade  of  1916,  which  amounted  to  $27,311,743.  Imports  of  for- 
eign goods  from  foreign  countries  and  Honglvong  wore  $670,313  in 
1917  and  $395,0-13  in  1916,  an  increase  of  $275,270.  Foreign  goods 
imported  from  Chinese  ports  showed  a  gain  of  $4,151,464:.  These 
increases  are  largely  due  to  the  high  rate  of  conversion  of  haikwan 
taels,  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs  standard  currency,  to  United 
States  currenc}^  used  for  the  1917  figures.  Tlie  rate  of  conversioi, 
used  for  1916  was  $0,8283  to  the  haikwan  taoh  while  tlie  rate  for 
1917  was  $1.02. 

The  table  beloAv  gives  the  total  exports  and  imports,  foreign  and 
Chinese,  through  the  Chungking  Maritime  Customs  during  1916 
and  1917 : 


Imports  and  exports. 


191G 


Imports  of  foreipn  Roods: 
I'rom  foreiffii noiintries 

and  HonRkong 

Trom  Chineso  ports.. 

Total    forpign    im- 
ports  

Rooxports  of  foreiijn  goods 
to  t  hinese  ports 


ICet    total    foreign 
imports 


Imports  of  Chinese 
prortiiots 

lieexports  of  Chinese  prod- 
ucts to  Chinese  ports 


Xet   total   Chinese 
imports 


$39,->,(M3 
4, 91 7,  .513 


5, 312, 556 
Ro,  710 


5,226,816 


7,252,620 


7,252,620 


1917 


$670. 
9,071, 


9, 742, 


9,632,898 


9,094, 
431, 


9,262,500 


Imports  and  exports. 


Exports  of  Chinese  prod- 
ucts of  lopiil  origin: 
To  forpi:;u  countries 

and  Hongkong 

To  Cbitiese  ports 

Total     exports     of 
lo;al  origm 

Gross  value  of  the  trade 
of  the  port 

Xet  value  of  the  trade  of 
the  port 


1917 


$160, 410  $2r,0. 70> 

14,585,157  ;     15,0.58,190 


14. 746,  .567  I     1.5,31S,R96 


27,311,743  '    34,75.5,703 
27,220,033  '    34,264,354 


Foreign  Commerce  Expressed  in  Haikwan  Taels. 

The  high  exchange  rate  of  the  haikwan  taol  made  the  incre:i.--e  in 
the  trade  of  Chungking,  as  expressed   in   I'liitod  States  currency, 
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appear  lar^e.  whiK'  in  t'a<t   tluie  was  comparatively  siiuvll  gain  as 
ineasureil  in  taels. 

Below  is  ^iven  in  haikwan  taels  the  value  of  the  trade  of  Chung- 
kmg  through  the  Maritime  Customs  for  the  pjist  10  years: 


Your. 


Imports  from— 


I'!xi>orts  (o— 


couiitrirs. 


190s 

llaikwan 
taels. 
21$,  $98 

1909 

21fi,  109 

1910 

417,001 

1911 

1912 

1913... 

278,243 
f>x.  021 
77s  4'.ir, 

191-1 

1915 

].(i7<.fi41 
706,174 

191G 

1917 

47»i,932 
6o7, 170 

<'hina. 


ForeiRH 
c-oiintries. 


Tlaiktcan 

taelt. 
17,971,999  I 
I8,&ii.cr),s 

16,400,8.58  I 
18,792,393  I 
15.335,947  ( 
17,2.M,091  I 
2.M08,0.J9 
18,  ie9,404 
14,li92,90ij 
18,;J98,524  I 


naikwan 
taeh. 
10,940 
13.245 
19,1.57 
170,731 
1,187 
77,132 
93, 233 

a:j,075 

193,  W>2 
255,594 


China. 


Gross 
tmdr. 


Haikwan      Haikwan 


tneh. 
973, 158 
163,913 
471,817 

S9S,.SM 
ir77,:«o 

05.'),  493 
76."),  955 
444, 18.3 
609,752 
702,931 


Reexports. 


tath. 
180,99.') 
46-1, 635 
308. 833 
140,211  I 
.872,475  I 
115, 148 
G41,.38S  I 
412,838 
973,251 
074,219 


Haikwan 

taels. 

7.  .585 

937 

2,810 

1,1139 

1,60,8 

5.956 

9,180 

406,  .'>.02 

103,477 

481,686 


Xt>t 
trade. 


Haikwan 

taeb. 
31,173,410 
32,403,698 
.32,306,023 
29,139,172 
26,870,867 
30,100,192 
37,632,208 
.^■),  006, 330 
32, 869, 774 
3.3.  .592, 533 


Direct  Trade  of  Chungking. 

The  trade  t/f  Chungking  pa.sses  mostly  through  other  Chinese  ports, 
principally  Hankow  and  Shanghai.  The  countries  sharing  the  direct 
import  trade  in  1917  Avere  Hongkong,  which  supplied  $529,320  worth 
of  foreiirn  goods;  Great  Britain,  $25.3G5:  Xcrv.av,  $2,774;  P'rance, 
$G.181 :  'Japan.  $0:3,003 :  Canada,  $3.0G2 :  tmtl  the  T^nited  States, 
*40,518;  making  a  total  of  $670,313. 

Foreign  goods  imported  from  Hongkong  consisted  of  plain  white 
shirtings,  cotton  yarn,  aniseed,  betel  nuts,  beche  de  mer,  birds'  nests, 
cardamoms,  cheinical  products,  cinnamon,  dj'es  and  colors,  fans,  fish 
and  fishery  products,  ginseng,  hosiery,  machinery,  match-making  ma- 
terials, medicines,  condensed  milk,  household  stores,  and  umbrellas. 
From  Great  Britain  came  dyed  cotton  yarn,  Inscuits.  cigarettes,  cof- 
fee, Avindow  glass,  needles,  and  })hotograp]i  materials:  from  Norway, 
paper:  from  Fi-ance,  books,  glass  and  glassware,  and  Avines;  fi'om 
Japan,  cotton  handkerchiefs,  cotton  yarn,  chemical  products,  fish  and 
fishery  products,  haberdashery,  scientific  instruments,  machinery, 
medicines,  paper,  soap  and  soap-making  materials,  soy,  toys  and 
games,  and  beer;  from  Canada,  scientific  instruments,  medicines, 
condeiise<l  milk,  and  household  stores:  from  the  United  States,  sport- 
ing arms  and  ammunition,  books  and  music,  building  materials,  ciga- 
rettes, cotiee,  furniture  and  furniture-making  materials.  AvindoAV  glass, 
gla.ss  and  glassware,  musical  and  scientific  instruments,  lamps  and 
lampware,  medicines,  condensed  milk,  jiajn'r.  safes.  ;ind  strong-room 
<loors,  .stationery,  and  household  stores. 

Ex])or(s  of  native  i)roducrs  to  foreign  couuhies  were  as  follows: 
Hongkong,  $2r.(U31 ;  United  States,  $212;  and  Australia,  Xcav  Zea- 
land, etc.,  $03.  These  products  were  glass  cloth,  meats,  medicines, 
musk,  silk  waste,  and  silk  i)ongee  to  Hcmgkong,  and  silk  products  to 
the  Unitcfl  States  and  to  Au.stralia,  Now  Zealand,  etc 

Leading  Articles  of  Foreign  Import. 

There  was  an  increase  of  $4,45(),052  in  the  net  value  of  imports  of 
foreign  ^oods  into  Chungking  in  1!)17.     Expressed  in  haik-Avan  taels. 
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this  increase  was  small,  amounting  to  only  180,238  taels.  The  quan- 
tity and  value  of  the  principal  conniiodities  imported  during  the  past 
two  years  wore : 


Articles. 


Bfclie  do  mor hundredweight . . 

Birds'  nest-s pounds. . 

Braid 


But  tons pross . . 

Cardamoms hundredweight . . 

China  ware 

Cicarol  tes thousands . . 

Cloclcs  and  w;i  tcluw pieces . . 

Clothinp,  hats,  etc 

Cotlou  goods: 

Blanlcpts pieces . . 

Cambrics,  lawn;-;,  and  ruusliiis do 

Drills do — 

Dyed do  — 

Flannolet  f  cs do 

Handkerchiefs dozen . . 

Jeans pieces. . 

Plain  prints  and  chintzes do 

SheelinKS,  pray,  plain do — 

Shirtings,  plain — 

Dved do  — 

Grav do — 

White do 

Tlu-ead— 

In  ball ; hundredv.-eight . . 

On  spools .1 gross. . 

Towels dozen . . 

Ti-rkey  reds  and  dyed  T  cloths pieces.. 

Velvets  and  velveteens yards.. 

Yarn hundredweight. . 

*;namele'!  ware 

Fans,  palm-!cif 

Fnh  and  fishery  products hundredweight . . 

Ginseng ." poviids.. 

Hosiery dozen. . 

Isinslai;s hundredweight . . 

Lamps  and  lampware 

Leather hundredweight . . 

Looking  glas.sos 

Marhinory  and  pari  s 

Machines,  knitting  and  .sewing 

Match-making  materials 

Medioines 

Metal 


1910 


Quantity.     Value 


Milk,  condensed,  in  tins dozen. 

Needles thousands. 

Oil: 

Kerosene gallons. 

Lubri. ating do. . . 

Paper 


Soda hundredweight. 

Stores,  housel'.old 

Toilet  reqvlsites 

Umbrella.s pieces. 

Wines,  bwr,  olc 

Woolen  go<i(ls 

I'osi  al  parrels,  n.  e.  s 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


L427 
2,404 


37,  M.1 
929 


17. 0S2 

7,08^ 


17.  .■,77 

4, 5<,iU 

4. 173 

73, 826 

11,048 

69, 05.') 

3.000 

12, 402 

2,100 

13.  f>76 
Co. 374 
177. 013 

280 

914 

12,  COO 

10,P22 

78, 79S 

169,343 


,■;,  192 
03, SG2 


■182, 700 
G,  5.52 


Popper,  black  and  while hundred v.ei;;lit..'        2,017 

Pcrlrmery  and  ( osmetics 

Photo  ;raphic  materials 

Print ing  mater lals I 

Seaweecl  and  agar-agar hundredweight . . I      18,049 

Soap. 


55, 025 


$3r., 
Itl. 
14, 
6, 
17, 
12, 
•>3, 
10, 
12, 


13.971 
11.585 
12,  .")49 
311,800 
31,r89 
14,700 

9, 01.5 
30.  ("7 

7,  l'J7 

41.007 
195. 419 
570, 503 

12,048 

907 

5,3.59 

21,30.S 

10,094 

2,  ,S3.S,  S7li 

11,.S74 

14,a5.1 

70,  r,42 

69,000 

IS.liOO 

5,  V40 

15,632 

K,051 

8,r41 

7,  .507 

3,088 

5, 239 

eO,  081 

43, 709 

8,601 

31,950 


Quantity.    Value 


2,293 
3,356 


63,. 536 
1,993 


19, 6.56 
11,313 


23. 222 

y.  8"8 

1.900 

105. 275 

15,400 

34, 070 

9,410 
20.234 

1,370 


166, 213 

22,  ft57 
1,479 
4,269 

45,472 
22, 197 
94.291 
17.  .551 
24,  .560 

23,  f  .86 
37.321 

8.. 305 
.595,646 
(■3. 029 
1.3,973 
42. 833 
(■3.  .361 

6,205 


0,051  29,436 

68.911         292.184 
228,832     1,002,040 


2-;  8  I 

3,903  i 
27,374  : 
IS, 970  I 
117,277 
185,  .512 


16,720 

16,0!;0 

33,4.sl 

734 


515 


5, 220,  S40 


6, 747 
77, 763 

1,527.070 
3,917 


5,900 


28,640 
3,250 


108,018 


17. 844 

5,. 3.35 

16, 43.-} 

53,509 

39,290 

4,4>^5,703 

30.679 

13,217 

292,  .592 

72,574 

.35,490 

44,os;i 

51,630 

21,001 

13,985 

13,421 

25,392 

21,203 

119,631 

172,606 

12,388 

72,497 

429,448 

2,317 
30,514 
108,019 
41,620 
10,007 

2.  .305 
66,726 
23,753 

,8,684 
35,551 

7,322 
r4,9.55 
10,711 
G7,.S:J6 
I1,.SGG 
023, 439 


9, 0S2, 898 


Increases  of  $-20,040  and  $5,113,  respectively,  in  the  import  of  beche 
de  mer  and  birds'  nests,  used  by  the  Chinese  as  food,  w<'re  made  in 
1017.    Arrivals  of  braid  fell  from  $14.:")i>:5,  in  101(5,  to  $1,470.  in  1017, 
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on  iiccdiiiil  of  iimhility  to  pet  stocks  from  iibroad.  Imports  of  buttons 
iivrcastMl  in  (|nantity  but  declined  in  viilue,  as  a  poorer  quality  was 
jniportcd  in  ll'lT.  Iniporis  of  ci<>-ari'ttes  increased  l>ecnuse  of  the 
presence  of  northern  troop.s  in  this  Provin<'e  in  the  fall  of  1917. 
Local  troops  smoke  Szechuan  tobacco,  but  the  noithcrners,  havinj? 
more  money  to  spend  and  a  taste  for  foreign  cigarettes,  prefer  the 
imported  article.  The  importati(m  of  cigarettes  \Yas  greatly  ham- 
p»'re<l  by  lack  of  shipping,  which  i)revented  the  arrival  of  siiHicient 
(luanrities  to  meet  the  large  demand.  Increases  are  notable  in  the 
im))(»rt  of  clocks,  watches,  clothing,  and  hats.  American  watches  ai*e 
largely  u.sed. 
larger  Purchases  of  High-Qrade  Cotton  Goods. 

The  demand  for  foreign  cotton  goods  of  tlie  tiner  grades  is  shcnvii 
by  increases  in  imports  of  blankets,  camln-ics,  lawns,  muslins,  dyed 
cottons,  Hannelettes,  jeans,  and  i^hirtings.  The  ejfect  of  the  competi- 
tion of  Chinese  cotton  goods  in  this  market  is  indicated  by  the 
decrease  in  the  import  of  drills,  which  fell  from  4,178  pieces,  in  lOlG, 
to  1,900  pieces,  in  1917.  In  1912,  11,350  pieces  of  foreign  drills  were 
imported,  while  in  1917,  52,790  pieces  of  Chinese  drills  were  imported. 
The  tendency  for  the  last  five  years  has  been  for  the  Chinese  drills 
to  supplant  the  foreign  article,  and  the  latter  has  now  been  practically 
driven  from  this  market.  Foreign  plain  gray  sheetings  have  also  lost 
their  footing  here,  the  imports  in  1912  amounting  to  39,107  pieces 
and  to  only'l,370  pieces  in  1917.  Imports  of  handkerchiefs  fell  off 
by  50  per  cent.  Purchases  of  thread  in  balls  declined,  while  those  of 
thread  on  spools  increased.  Towels,  turkey-red  cottons  and  dyed  T 
cloths,  and  velvets  and  velveteens  (used  by  the  Chinese  in  making 
hats  and  shoes)  entered  in  larger  quantities  than  in  1916. 

Hitherto,  the  importation  of  foreign  cotton  goods  has  ])een  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  Chinese  merchants,  who  bought  their  stocks  at  Shang- 
hai. During  1917,  however,  a  prominent  British  firm,  locally  repre- 
sented, commenced  the  importation  of  Manchester  cotton  goods.  I'liis 
firm  is  very  optimistic  in  regard  to  the  future  of  the  trade  here  for 
British  goods  of  the  finer  qualities,  which,  it  is  claimed,  neither  the 
Chinese  nor  Japanese  mills  are  able  to  produce.  At  present,  how- 
ever, the  entry  into  this  market  and  the  establishment  of  new  "  chops  " 
or  brands  are  difficult  matters  because  of  high  freight  rates  and  high 
labor  costs  in  Great  Britain,  which  prevent  sales  on  this  market  at  low 
prices.  Low  prices  are  necessary  at  first;  otherwise  it  is  difficult  to 
compete  successfully  with  the  well-known  brands  at  present  on  this 
market.  Little  progress  can  be  made  in  introducing  new  brands  until 
;>fter  the  war  in  Europe  is  over.  American  cotton-goods  manufac- 
turers should,  however,  note  that  British  manufacturers  arc  not 
waiting  for  the  end  of  tlie  war.  but  are  coTumencing  the  direct  intro- 
ductio]!  of  their  goods  now. 
Native  Yarns  Increase  in  Popularity. 

Arrivals  of  cott<jn  yarn  were  109,343  hundredweight  in  1910,  and 
185,512  in  1917.  The  increase  in  the  import  of  these  foreign  yarns, 
Indian  and  Ja])anese,  is  remarkable  because  of  the  unsettled  condi- 
lioiis  obtaining  in  the  interior  of  the  Province.  Cotton  .yarn,  like 
ether  imports,  is  not  entirely  consumed  at  Chungking,  which  is  more 
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or  loss  a  point  of  traiis<hipinont  and  (listril)iition,  but  is  Avidely  dis- 
tributed to  points  in  tlic  interior,  Avhcrc  it  is  used  by  native  weavers. 
Many  sliipnients  sent  into  the  interior  durinj^  the  year  Avere  stolen 
by  bandits,  and  the  cost  of  shipment  and  the  jjrice  of  the  yarn  rose 
enormously.  Despite  these  deterrent  factors,  the  demand  for  yarn 
was  so  great  that  an  increased  import  was  made,  about  80  per  cent 
of  which  was  Indian.  Imports  of  native  (Shanghai)  yarn,  which 
has  been  increasing  in  popularity  here  at  the  expense  of  the  foreign 
yarns,  amounted  to  20.5, 130  hundredweight  in  1917,  a  decrease  of 
25,838  hundretlweight  wlien  compared  Avith  the  191G  imports.  This 
decrease  is  believed  to  be  due  to  a  larger  1917  demand  by  the  native 
Shanghai  cotton-cloth  mills  and  to  speculation  at  that  port.  Local 
opinion  is  that  the  native  yarn  will  eventually  drive  foreign  yarns 
from  this  market. 
Ginseng  Shipped  via  Hongkong — Trade  in  Oil. 

A  smaller  quantity  of  ginseng  was  imported  in  1917,  but  the  value 
was  larger  than  in  1916.  This  ginseng  is  principally  shipped  from 
America  via  Hongkong,  where  it  is  clarified  and  graded.  Ameri- 
can producers  of  ginseng  would  do  well  to  continue  to  ship  their 
product  to  Hongkong,  where  there  are  afforded  facilities  for  clarify- 
ing, sorting,  and  marketing  that  can  not  be  found  here. 

In  connection  with  the  great  increase  in  the  imports  of  kerosene 
oil,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  the  year  a  British  oil  com- 
pany was  established  in  competition  with  the  well-known  American 
firm  engaged  in  this  trade  in  Chungking.  As  each  of  these  two 
firms  operated  during  1917  a  steamer  especially  designed  to  bring 
oil  through  the  rapicls  of  the  Yangtze  to  Chungking,  it  was  to  be 
expected  that  the  oil-import  trade  woidd  receive  an  impetus.  The 
oil  business  itself  was  not  so  good  as  in  191G,  owing  to  the  disturbed 
conditions  in  the  interior,  which  prevented  many  shipments  from 
Chungking.  Higher  prices  were  naturally  obtained  for  oil  which 
the  companies  were  fortunate  enough  to  send  safely  to  inland  places. 
As  soon  as  shipping  conditions  become  normal,  a  large  expansion  of 
the  oil  trade  in  this  Province  is  expected. 
Opportunity  to  Introduce  American  Goods. 

It  appears  that  American  merchants  and  manufacturers,  who  al- 
ready do  a  considerable  amount  of  indirect  import  trade  in  this 
district,  can  increase  their  trade  in  watches,  secure  a  portion  of  the 
fancy  cotton-goods  trade,  introduce  cheap  hosiery,  expand  the  lamp 
and  lamp- ware  business,  furnish  pumping  and  other  machinery, 
sell  more  medicines  and  condensed  milk,  compete  successfully  for  the 
needle  and  paper  trades,  which  the  war  in  Europe  has  prevented 
European  manufactures  from  retaining,  and  place  more  perfumery 
and  soaps  on  the  local  market.  German  chemicals  have  disappeared 
from  this  district,  aiul  American  chemicals  should  take  tiieir  place. 
Well-directed  advertising  in  Chinese  has  immense!}'  aided  American 
firms  importing  specialities,  such  as  illuminating  oils,  sewing  ma- 
chines, and  condensed  milks.  Advertising,  coupled  with  liberal 
terms  in  filling  sample  orders,  would  do  nuich  to  create  a  demand  for 
other  American  goods. 

SfMOt)"— 18— 5Jh 2 
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Imports  of  Chinese  Products. 

'i'hc  table  below  shows  the    imports    of    Chinese    products    into 
C^hiinfrkinff  for  1916  and  1917: 


Articles. 


Caudlfps htmdrcd«t;ight. 

Cusia  lipnea do... 

(Tiiiui  root do... 

( 'hinn  ware do... 

CisHrettes do... 

Cotlon  goods: 

Cloth,  iial i vc,  fancy pieces . 

Drills ". do... 

Nankeens hiindrcdweiRht. 

Viirn do. . . 

I'isliery  products do. . . 

Maelii  iiery 

Medicines 

Minerals  and  iron  manufactures 

Paper 


Qn^ntity.     V'atoe.     Qtrantity.    Value, 


1,093 

lS-2 

1,695 

>,  714 

341 

2S,7U 

42,280 

2,900 

230,974 

4,433 


Pioes,  brass  and  while  motai pieces. 

Silk  piece  goods hundredweight. 

."^oap 

,\!l  other  articles 


1,875 

2,318 

24,  Sn 

26:i 


Total 7,252,ea0 


SI  2, 013 
4,404 
22,«55 

<a,S36 
21,664 

32,397 
177,503 
llo,9t)9 
C, 288,391 
2.5, 81S 
10,313 
151,772 
10,343 
24,043 
17,  .WQ 
119,619 
31,710 
122,199 


1017 


1,4m 

939 
l,75« 
9,611 

304 

50,847 

52,790 

5,356 

205, 136 


1,431 

2,384 

66,553 

419 


«26, 1.>H 
21, 1(11 
2S,797 

Ki.".,  17.-I 
r7,095 

119,401 
342,844 

2<)1,«62 

7,3i3,5:r. 

49, 05 4 

28,62a 

275, 14-t 

10,833 

35, 62.") 

.54,310 

2.50,215 

105,  ,5S3 

244, 227 


9,262,590 


The  most  important  native  import  was  yarn  manufactured  at 
Shanghai,  valued  at  $7,313,535  in  1917,  as'  against  $6,288,391  in 
191G.  This  yarn  is  manufactured  in  the  same"  way  as  the  Indian 
and  Japanese  varieties.  Its  quality  is  not  superior  to  that  of  the 
foreign  article,  but  its  popularity  is  due  to  its  comparative  cheap- 
ness. The  use  of  native  and  foreign  yarns  in  the  local  manufacture 
of  cotton  cloth  explains  why  the  demand  for  foreign  cotton  goods  is 
falling  off.  In  1917,  owing  to  high  prices  brought  about  by  si>eculH- 
tion  at  Shanghai,  some  local  merchants  found  it  profitable  to  send 
Shanghai  native  yarn  back  to  that  port.  Others,  not  .so  fortunate, 
followed  their  example,  but  when  the  later  shipments  arrived  at 
Shanghai,  the  speculative  venture  had  collapsed,  and  the  price  fell 
back  to  normal.  This  native  yarn,  so  reshipped.  constituted  the 
larger  portion  of  reexports  in  1917. 

The  import  of  machinery  manufactured  at  Shanghai  and  Hankow 
is  an  interesting  item  and  is  bound  to  increase  as  the  natives  learn 
to  appreciate  the  advantages  of  machinery  over  hand  labor.  High 
ocean  freights  and  war  demands  abroad  acteil  fa^•orably  in  ad\  aiic- 
ing  the  sales  of  machinery  manufactured  in  China  and  in  checking 
the  sales  of  foreign  machinery.  Imports  of  silk  piece  goods  and 
soap  made  gains.  Although  the  increases  are  largely  due  to  the 
higher  values  obtaining  in  1917,  thc^'  are  remarkable  in  view  of  the 
adverse  trade  conditions  brought  about  by  the  uuftnorable  political 
situation  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 
Exports  of  Native  Products  from  Chungking:. 

The  Chungking  exj^ort  business  is  most  active  in  the  early  spring 
and  late  fall.  The  spring  of  1917  promised  well  for  the  export 
trade,  and  during  the  lirst  ihrce  months  there  were  large  shipments 
of  all  kinds  of  produce  made,  esj^eciallv  of  hides  and  goatskins,  to 
meet  the  unprecedented  demand  from  the  ITnitcd  States.  Prices  of 
jgoatskins  were  abnormally  high,  at  one  time  reaching  a  figure  four 
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times  greater  tlian  in  ordinary  j-ears.  The  large  purchase  of  liides 
and  skins  in  the  United  States  was  no  doubt  due  mainJy  to  war 
demands,  but  there  was  also  a  large  stock  sold  to  speculators,  who 
overstocked  the  market,  which,  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  condi- 
tions when  the  United  States  enteretl  the  war  and  to  regulation  of 
prices,  suffered  a  decline.  This  resulted  in  an  absence  of  demand 
and  an  offering  of  low  prices  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  principal  Chinese  goods  exported 
from  Chungking  in  the  past  two  years: 


ArUclca. 


191G 


Quantity.       Value 


1917 


Quantity.      Valu 


Antimony,  rcjailus  and  crude hundredweis;ht. 

lione.s. . . ." do. . . 

Bri.sl  IPS do. . . 

DypstutTs do. . . 

Teat  hers do . . . 

Fiber: 

Coir do... 

Hemp do. . . 

Funf^is do. . . 

Ohie do. . . 

Ora-;.'!  cloth do... 

Hair,  human do. . . 

Hidp.«,  cow  and  bnfl'a!o do... 

Horns,  deer pairs. 

Indifio,  liquid huudred\vei','ht . 

Intestines do... 

Lard do. . . 

Lead: 

White....* do... 

Yellow do... 

I.«at  her do . . . 

Lily  (lowers,  dried do. . . 

Medicines 

Metal  and  minerals hundredweight. 

Musk ounces . 

Nutfiallj hundrcdweii^ht. 

Rhubarb do. . . 

tiuicksilver do. . . 

Silk: 

Cocoons do . . . 

Cocoons,  refuse do. . . 

I'ipce  coods do. . . 

Vonzcos do. . . 

Raw- 
White— 

Rcreeled do. . . 

Steam  filature do... 

Oiher do... 

Yellow— 

Rerecled do. . . 

Pteim  nialure do... 

Other do... 

Wild,  not  filature do. . . 

Waste do. . . 

Skins: 

<  J  oat pieces. 

Raccoon do. . . 

other do... 

Supar: 

I'r  iwn hundred  weifiht. 

White do... 

Talluw: 

Animal do... 

Ve:;etable ! . .  .do! ! ! 

Tobacco,  leal  and  stalk do... 

Tiinncric d'>. . . 

Varnish do 

Wax: 

Vp'jctable do. . . 

While .' do... 

Yellow do... 

Whe.it. d')... 

Wool do 

All  other  articles 


470 
2, 1.S2 
14, 49.i 

191 
3,602 

5,524 

33, 1."..-) 

10,112 

701 

8,3f)9 

2,58.1 

40, 10.5 

239 

9,219 

2,025 

5,744 

1,606 

1,000 

548 

3,S0J 


1,358 

25. 681 

22; 443 

15,383 

120 

118 

23,249 

57 

46 


15 

278 
273 

1,245 
2, 748 
5,807 
693 
1,234 

2, 342, 852 

12,590 

260,082 

5,042 
42,531 

21,  fm 

37, 968 

16,3.-.2 

49,215 

161 

3,401 
7,2,'*4 
484 
42,307 
35,a34 


Total. 


£10,118 
11,400 

-62,931 
7,700 
35,558 

29,999 

112,494 

437,719 

13, 245 

J82,59S 

32,97', 

1,161,. 54:} 

25, 835 

46, 1S3 

63,029 

51,076 

27,297 

13,518 

38,685 

30,114 

1,321,192 

12,798 

639,824 

399,  (t33 

188, 749 

21,  loj 

4,9.33 
457, 179 
26,509 
18,623 


7,022 
149,766 
72, 325 

523, 324 

1,40),  137 

1,374,480 

60, 192 

36,915 

1,776,231 
8,092 
92, 674 

11,401 
184, '>I9 

247.192 

2.58,. S.S6 

149,159 

95,  8S0 

7,568 

34,73« 
287,326 
13,188 
44.151 
814,160 
109,807 

14,746,569 


2,975 

13,97) 

28J 

1,821 

7,905 
40.C31 
9;  563 
954 
5,59) 
3,911 
38, 023 
221 


333 

1,693 
1,646 

686 
5,439 


1,986 
21,440 
14,498 

7,253 
i3i 

325 

18,201 

56 

157 


14 
170 
63 

1,322 
4.088 
5,921 
4.56 
1,728 

1,088,033 

13, 7:i8 

201,594 


1,007 

ll,6.->3 
2.5,312 
14,128 
22,021 
1.34 

748 
6, 628 

420 
R5,314 
2,8,721 


$22, 120 

176,6.53 

16,910 

20,83J 

59,992 

470, 501 

S72,3U 

20,377 

726, 505 

7,437 

tl3, 101 

4.933 


103, 3S3 
4,843 

33,  .553 

10,9)1 

60, 187 

43, 5H 

1,819,  79  J 

23,()S7 

463,671 

303, 08 j 

95,431 

41,271 

15,785 
4.38,226 
30,235 
73,475 


7,177 
104,203 
18,000 

627,951 

2, 323,  las 

l,574,s:« 

46, 310 

67, 727 

1,278,245 

7,X47 

86,957 


6,265 

111,. 5.30 

18.5,210 

181,073 

45,091 

7,  .596 

9,408 

279,198 

12,289 

81,144 

831 , 278 

250, 920 

15,318,893 
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Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

Declared  oxports  from  01nin<rkinn:  to  the  United  States  amounted  to 
^;5S.(;00  in  1017,  fis  n^rainst  $4R,r)73  in  1016,  This  dorline  is  due  to  the 
fact  tliat  consular  invoices  of  ])ristles.  the  princijjal  export  invoiced 
here,  are  ilitlicuU  to  complete  at  Chun<rl<iuL!,",  beca\!se  of  the  lack  of 
knowledge  of  ocean  frei^rht  rates,  which  are  constantly  fluctuating, 
and  other  essential  items.  At  present,  these  hristles  are  packed  ready 
for  export  abroad  and  disinfection  certificates  covering  them  arc 
issued  at  Chungking,  and  the  consular  invoices  are  prepared  at 
Shanghai. 

The  declared  exports  by  no  means  indicate  the  vast  amount  of 
Szecliwan  i)roduce  that  eventually  enters  the  United  States.  Hides, 
goatskins,  and  avooI  in  large  quantities  are  shipped  from  Chungking 
to  Hankow  for  grading  and  preparation  for  shipment  to  the  United 
States.  As  the  export  business  here  is  largely  done  by  Chinese  firms, 
which  for  man}'  yeais  have  been  selling  Szechwan  products  to  buyers 
at  Hankow  and  Shanghai,  other  export  items  eventually  find  their 
way  via  the  latter  tMo  ports  into  the  United  States. 

Shipments  invoiced  here  for  the  United  States  during  1017  were 
51.333  pounds  of  biistles.  valued  at  $88,312,  and  80  yards  of  silk 
brocade,  valued  at  $207.  In  1016  there  were  shipped  56,GG7  pounds 
of  bristles,  valued  at  $48,358,  and  personal  effects,  valued  at  $315, 
There  were  no  exports  to  Porto  Rico,  Hawaii,  or  the  Philippine 
Islands. 

Customs  Revenue — Movement  of  Treasure, 

The  revenue  collected  bv  the  Maritime  Customs  amounted  to 
$476,047,  or  466,713  haikwan  tales,  in  1017  and  to  $431,071,  or  520,429 
liaikAvan  tales,  in  1916,  Although  the  gold  figures  show  an  increase 
of  $44,076  there  was  an  actual  decrease  of  53.716  taels.  As  the 
gi'eater  part  of  the  import  cargo  comes  into  Chungking  under  ex- 
emption certificates  (that  is.  it  has  paid  import  duty  at  Shanghai, 
Hankow,  or  some  other  Chinese  port),  the  revenue  from  import 
duties  at  Chungking  is  neA'er  large.  The  greater  ))art  of  the  customs 
revenue  is  derived  from  export  duties.  Consequently,  as  the  export 
trade  was  less  in  1017  than  in  1016,  there  was  a  decrease  in  revenue. 
There  was  also  a  falling  olf  in  transit  dues.  The  customs  returns 
for  the  year  reflect  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  under  which  trade, 
especially  the  export  trade,  laboi-ed  during  1017.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  $2,548  of  the  revenue  was  collected  under  the  American 
flag. 

Statistics  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  gold  and  silver  and  of 
silver  and  coj^per  coins  in  1017  are  based  on  voluntary  reports  sub- 
mitted by  merchants  to  the  customs,  and  by  no  means  represent  the 
total  movement  of  treasure  in  and  out  of  Chungking.  They  arc, 
however,  indicative  of  the  general  movement.  The  lai-k  of  silver 
in  Chimgking  throughout  the  year  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  im- 
port of  this  commodity  exceeded  the  exports.  The  gokl  imported 
was  used  in  the  arts.  Imports  totaled  $1,067,107,  of  which  $135,373 
in  gold  bars  and  dust  and  $760,007  in  silver  coin  came  from  Ichang. 
The  export  of  treasure  totaled  $686,186,  of  which  $541,601  in  silver 
bars  and  sycee  went  to  Ichang  and  $60,696  in  silver  coin  went  to 
Wanhsien. 
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Banking  and  Transportation  Facilities  Needed. 

The  trade  of  Cluinf^king  is  subsidiary,  so  to  speak,  to  the  trade  of 
Hankow  and  Shanghai.  Chungking  native  merchants  have  long 
been  accustouied  to  do  trade  through  the  niediimi  of  these  ports, 
especially  Shanghai,  and  they  will  probably  continne  this  practice 
until  better  banking  facilities  are  e.stablishcd  at  tliis  port,  methods  of 
transportation  between  Szechwan  and  the  coast  are  improved,  and 
modern  plants  for  preparing  articles  such  as  hides,  skins,  and  avooI 
for  sliipment  to  foreign  markets  ai-e  introduced  here. 

Chinese  (iovernment  banks,  on  account  of  their  failure  to  redeem 
their  notes  of  issue  and  lack  of  facilities  for  doing  a  foreign  ex- 
change business,  have  not  proved  a  satisfactory  help  to  trade  during 
the  last  few  years.     A  foreign  banking  institution  is  needed. 

As  previousl}-  mentioned,  improvement  of  transportation  facilities 
GUI' the  Yangtze  is  essential  to  the  develo])irient  of  the  resources  and 
trade  of  the  district.  Besides  the  adoption  of  some  scheme  to  im- 
prove the  river,  railway  construction  work  should  be  pushed  as 
rapidly  as  possible  in  this  Province.  Whereas  the  river  could  be  used 
for  the  transportation  of  grains,  coal,  ores,  and  other  bulky  cargo,  in 
which  the  clement  of  time  is  relatively  imimportant,  the  railway 
could  be  used  for  the  transportation  of  silks,  musk,  precious  metals, 
and  otlier  ^•aluable  cargo  and  perishable  goods,  in  which  the  saving 
of  time  would  mean  a  saving  of  interest  on  the  capital  invested. 
These  two  methods  of  transportation  v/ould  complement  each  other. 

The  development  of  this  wealthy  section  of  China  depends  on  im- 
proved transportation  facilities.  The  present  methods  (except  steam 
navigation)  are  out  of  date,  slow,  expensive,  and  risjcy  to  both  import 
and  export  trade.  IModern  packing  plants  established  here  would 
result  in  a  large  saving  of  transportation  expenses  and  eliminate  to 
a  certain  extent  the  expense  of  having  the  goods  pass  through  the 
hands  of  several  middlemen  at  ports  down  the  rivei*. 

Development  of  mineral  resources  of  Szechuan  also  de]_)ends  upon 
better  transportation  facilities  and  the  introduction  of  modern  ma- 
chinery and  mining  methods.  These  imj)rovements  would  increase 
the  profits  derived  from  agricultural  pursuits,  mining,  trapping,  stock 
raising,  and  trade,  and  would  enable  the  natives  to  s])end  more  money 
for  imports. 

Exhibit  of  American  Wares  Suggested. 

It  might  be  advisable  for  American  firms  interested  in  developing 
trad(!  in  this  district  to  establish  at  Chungking,  through  the  Ameri- 
can Chamber  of  Commerce  of  vShanghai,  a  showroom  where  samples 
of  their  Mares,  especially  mining,  weaving.  ])iunj)ing,  and  electrical 
machinery,  could  be  exhibited.  Local  Chinese  merchants  have  heard 
)nuch  of  the  marvelous  money-saving  machinery  manufactured  by 
Americans,  but  their  ideas  of  modern  machinery  are  vague.  Xatur- 
ally,  they  wish  to  see  what  they  are  buying  and  to  have  it  proven 
before  their  eyes  just  how  they  can  save  or  make  money.  In  case 
such  a  machinery  exhibit  were  installed  at  Chungking,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  have  in  charge  a  technical  man,  ver.sed  in  the  Chinese 
spoken  language,  so  that  the  working  and  ad\an(ages  of  the  u.se  of 
the  machines  could  be  readily  exjjlained  to  Clli^e^o  Inquirers.  Of 
course,  such  a  .scheme  would  entail  expense  and  would  promise  no 
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iiniiiodiatc  return.  Imt  a  roni1)iiiu(i(>n  of  firms  conkl  share  the  ex- 
pense and  would  probably  fintl  that  this  plan  Avould  be  no  more  expen- 
j-ive  than  reaching  prospective  Chinese  customers  through  advertising 
in  periodicals. 

Under  present  conditions  American  firms  interested  in  Szechuan 
trade  would  find  it  better  to  establish  agencies  at  Shanghai  or  Han- 
kow than  to  attempt  to  do  a  direct  business  with  Chmigking.  For- 
eign firms  here  are  mostlj'  branch  houses  of  concerns  long  established 
at  Shanghai  and  well  accjuainted  with  methods  of  doing  business  in 
the  Far  East.  American  firms  established  at  Shanghai  interested  in 
the  importation  of  yarn,  cotton  goods,  macliinory,  tinned-food  prod- 
nets,  etc.,  and  in  the  exportation  of  hides  and  skins,  medicines,  and 
silk  products  would  do  well  to  consider  the  advisal/ility  of  establish- 
ing branches  at  Chungking  in  charge  of  Americans  who  speak  the 
Chinese  language  and  have  had  experience  in  trade  in  the  Yangtze 
Eiver  valley. 

Trade  conditions  in  Szechuan  Province  arc  being  .studied  with 
great  care  b}'  British,  Japanese,  and  even  German  merchants  at  the 
present  time.  It  is  the  consensus  of  local  Chinese  and  foreign  opinion 
that  as  soon  as  the  Avar  in  Europe  is  over  determined  attempts  will 
be  made  by  foreign  firms  to  develop  the  trade  and  exploit  the  re- 
sources of  this  Province.  Competition  will  be  keen,  and  the  firms 
that  work  the  hardest  and  most  intelligently  Avill  secure  the  trade. 
This  consulate  has  received  many  ijitimations  that  trade  with  the 
United  States  is  not  only  welcomed,  but  desired.  The  Chinese  mer- 
chant is  willing  to  meet  the  American  firm  halfway,  but  he  is  handi- 
capped by  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  American  products  and  American 
ways  of  doing  business. 

TIENTSIN. 

By  Consul  Paul   R.  JoKselyn. 

In  spite  of  adverse  conditions  the  trade  of  Tientsin  during  the 
year  1917  was  the  largest  that  this  port  has  ever  experienced,  the  total 
trade  amounting  to  $145,207,874.  This  high  figure  was  reached 
despite  internal  troubles,  high  freight  rates,  scarcity  of  tonnage,  ex- 
port restrictions  and  embargoes  on  the  part  of  belligerent  countries, 
and  all  the  other  disturbing  factors  which  have  become  so  well  known 
to  exporters  and  importers  in  China  within  the  past  few  j'ears. 

The  value  of  the  total  trade  of  Tientsin  in  the  three  vears,  1015  to 
1017,  was  as  follows:  1917,  142.3G0,GG1  haikwan  taels;  lOlG,  133,020,- 
399  taels;  and  in  1915,  125,053,458  taels.  The  figures  are  given  in 
taels  instead  of  United  States  currency  for  purposes  of  comparison, 
as  the  value  of  the  tael  has  risen  from  $0.G12  United  States  currency 
in  1915  to  $0.8283  in  191G  and  $1.02  in  1917,  and  when  these  figures 
are  converted  the  increase  in  total  trade  appears  to  be  much  greater 
tlian  it  is.  It  should  also  be  boi-nc  in  mind  when  comparing  the  trade 
of  the  three  3'cars  that  the  price  of  practically  all  commodities  has 
increased. 

Imports  Show  Large  Increase — Decline  in  Exports. 

I'he  increase  in  total  tiade  is  entirely  due  to  an  increase  in  im- 
])orts,  in  which  increase  the  United  States  shared  to  a  very  satis- 
factory extent.  However,  the  Japanese  were  not  slow  to  seize  the 
exceptional  opportunities  offered  them,  and  the  increase  in  imports 
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of  Japaiiose.  goods,  particularly  cotton  piece  goods,  is  Avoitliy  of 
comment.  The  total  imports  in  1017  amounted  to  $08,r)42.'108,  an  in- 
increasc  of  $20,82G,8o7  over  the  preceding  year. 

Exports  of  native  goods  abroad,  on  the  other  hand,  show  a  de- 
crease of  $2,()14,G0G.  The  reasons  for  this  decline  iu  expoi'ts  affected 
the  dillerent  connnodities  in  varying  <legrees.  Iligii  exchange,  ex- 
cessive freight  rates,  and  lack  of  tonnage  were  perhaps  the  most  uni- 
versally operative  causes,  although  these  Avere  to  some  extent  counter- 
balanced b.y  an  increased  denian<l  from  abroad  and  -a  wiliingness  to 
pay  almost  any  price  to  obtain  the  goods. 

The  gross  and  net  values  of  the  Maritime  Customs  trade  in  Tien- 
tsin for  the  years  191C  and  1917  are  given  in  the  table  following : 


Imports  and  exjjorts. 


1916 


1917 


Imports  and  exports. 


1916 


191? 


Imports  of  foreign  goods: 
FYom  foreign  poiui- 
tiics    and    Hong- 
kong   

J-Yom  Chinese  port  s . . 

Total    foreign  im- 
ports  

Rooxports  of  foreign 
good? 

Net   total  foreign 
imports 

Imports  of  Chinese  prod- 
ucts  

Il«exporl  s  of  Chinese 
products 

Xet  total  Chinese 
imports 


836,717.146 
12,818,545 


854,581,819 
15,819,802 


49,53.5,693 
1,.S20,222 


70,401,621 
1,859,313 


68,542,303 


23,542,883 
1, 424, 152 


35,453,681 
1,749,315 


22, 118, 731 


33, 704, 366 


Exports  of  Chinese  prod- 
ucts of  local  origin: 
To  foreign  countries. . 
To  Chinese  ports 

Total    exports    of 
Chinese  origin . . . 

(Jross  value  of  the  trade 
of  the  port 

Net  value  of  the  trade 
of  the  port 


SlO,  ty,S.  688 
23,697,906 


$16,223,123 

26,738,077 


40,316,594 


42,%1,200 


113,425,170 
110,180,796 


148,816,502 

145,207,^74 


Principal  Articles  of  Import. 

The  following  table  gives  the  (Quantity  and  value  of  the  principal 
articles  imported  into  Tientsin  during  11)16  and  1017: 


Articles. 


Acid ,  boracic pounds . 

Agar-agar do... 

Aniseed  star,  Hongkong do... 

Bags,  gunny: 

New piecoj?. 

.  Old do... 

Beche  do  mer pounds. 

Biscuits 

Books. 


Bot lies,  empty 

Building  materials 

Butter pounds. 

Buttoiiii: 

Brass gross . 

Fancy do... 

Candle-making  materials:  Stearine pounds. 

Candles do . . . 

Cereals:  Kice do... 

Cliomical  i)roducts 

Cliinaware pounds. 

Cigarel  tes thousands . 

Cigars do... 

Clocks number. 

Cotton  goods: 

Blankets pieces. 

Brocades,  white do. . . 

Camlirics, lawns,  and  muslins,  white do... 

Cords,  dyed pounds. 


1916 


Quantity.        Value 


177,333 
979,733 
297,333 

1,067.200 

1,S60;54<> 

595,200 


211,000 

44,098 
36, 510 
505,733 


22,977,733 


1,398,666 

1,140,088 

14,098 

31,. 122 

73,812 

11,. 509 

42,515 

289,200 


121,743 
36,518 
46,451 

97,234 
123,612 
151,647 
24,4.51 
47. 925 
40,947 
63,663 
7S,  S70 

20,SO6 
2^.310 
73,003 


1917 


Quantity.       Value 


82,933 
790.667 
351,200 

475. 716 
697,600 
.564,400 


807,237 
69,  .5.54 

102.649 
\  865,  S9.S 

23.'?,44rt 
31,791 

47,531 
.39, 131 
71,. 571 
108,  .302 


200,133 

12.5,429 

4I.WI7 

9,a33 

1,045,733 

49, 790, 667 


1,735.467 

1,562,520 

4,. '".55 

45. 166 


$12,372 
36, 29J 
56,42U 

.S7.312 
.55. 713 
174, 763 
9.aj4 
57, 779 
.37, 154 
41,331 
94,771 

.51,175 

:t2,05O 

1,5S1 

143,997 

2,17.s,01fi 

88,408 

1S«,191 

0,505,432 

67,  .368 

62,694 

118,419 

r.'?,6fi.5 

.\3.219 
(X),019 
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Articles. 


Cotton  gocds— Continued. 
Drills- 

A  mcrican pirccs . 

Japanese do. .. 

Pvcd  cottons— 

It:ili;uis,  plain do... 

Venetian.'!,  plain do. . . 

Sateens,  plain do... 

Toplins,  plain do. . . 

Pilesias  and  twills,  plain do... 

Italians,  figured do... 

l'o;>lins,  figured do... 

Prills do. . . 

Camliric-s, lawns,  and  muslins do... 

Turkey  reds do. . . 

Flannels. ." do. . . 

H  andkerchiefs dozen . 

Jeans— 

F.nplish pieces. 

Japanese do... 

Printed  cottons- 
Chintzes,  plain  prints,  and  shirtings do... 

Sateens,  reps,  etc do... 

Sheetings,  gray,  plain- 
American do... 

English do. . . 

Japanese do. . . 

Shirtings— 

Gray,  plain — 

"American do. .. 

English do. . . 

Japanese do. . . 

White,  plain — 

English do... 

Japanese do... 

American do... 

T  doth- 

f'nglish do. . . 

Japanese do . . . 

Thread  on  spools,  100  yards cross. 

Towels,  Japanese pieces. 

Velvets  and  velveteens,  plain yards. 

Yarn — 

Indian pounds. 

Japanese do. : . 

Covers,  bed pieces. 

Crockrry 

(■n!rit)les number. 

Dyes,  colors,  and  paints: 

Indigo,  liquid,  artiQcial pounds. 

Lead,  white do... 

Saiian  wood do. . . 

Other do. . . 

Elccirical  materials: 

Cables 

]/ainps 

Other 

Enamf^led  ware: 

liasins dozen. 

Other 

Fniits  and  vegetables,  prcser\  cd 

Flour 


Quantity.        Value 


."3,000 
433,910 

212, seo 

9,591 
14,211 

4,019 
13,619 
3S,W1 
37, 577 

7, 87 1 
10,2f)O 
77, 920 
7S,342 
89,833 

3<),.523 
78,984 

157, 932 
6,e0o 

197,114 

11.320 

CTJ, lo7 


7,130 
222,014 
93,679 

298, 261 
78, 470 


109.381 
292, 492 
112,:<89 
175.. 524 
372,960 

16,774,400 

42, 70?. 100 

60,081 


0,810 


421,807 

1,P8S,800 

060, 133 


(iartors 

(ins  plant  and  fittings  (including  water  heaters) 

C!a.soline  or  stove  naphtha gallons. 

Class: 

I'lates,  silvered square  feet. 

AVindow,  common bo.ves. 

Glassware 


.pounds.. 


Clue 

Craphophones  and  accessories 

Halirrd.ishery  and  millini  ry 

Hardware 

India-rulilx-r  mancifacturos 

Isinplxss,  vegctalile pounds. 

Lamps  and  lampwart ' 

Leather: 

Calf,  kid,  and  colored pounds. 

Cow— 

Amcrif-nn  and  European do... 

II  ongkong do... 

Ilamcss , do... 


23,  S.W 


20,241 
28,002 


246, 067 


95,067 


33,333 

124,  W3 
7:il,.SX) 
244, 400 


$196,501 
986, 829 

801,111 
61,091 
6:!,  461 
25,432 
67,  683 
120,371 
287,973 
30,006 
31,329 
141.010 
2:<H,41S 
30, 794 

170,918 
220, 4G2 

405,6.54 
20,953 

692, 963 

3H,  192 

1,848,810 


24,075 
58:5,371 
271,825 

961,022 
256, 730 


275,r.80 

484,70;? 

319,295 

74,166 

78, 124 

2,402,627 

0,831,>i9S 

25, 689 

27,  .524 

33, 455 


28,828 
37,064 
80,366 

39, 178 
44,995 
191,472 

61,497 
45, 073 
38,319 


20,8.57 

47,005 

96 

25, 16S 
18.->,<J49 
2y,8S{ 
30, 770 
25, 4.54 
220, 038 
123,  2(W 
30, 009 
33,857 
39,68U 

08,492 

112,2.53 

273, 885 
1^2, 192 


1017 


Quantity,        Value 


20. 475 
590,722 

182,468 
17,481 
7,273 
2,605 
15,773 
2.5,510 
38,711 
15,191 
15,6Al 

141,376 
62, 468 

118,202 

39,114 
129, 467 

459, 8,57 
3,704 

131,434 

970 

839,774 


3,520 
134,. 542 
205,834 

238,240 

163.089 

2,446 

94.283 
427,414 

77, 523 
188,241 
426, 177 

14,614,000 

32, 522.  .5.^3 

90,018 

■ 7,'92S' 

147,600 
534,400 
750, 1  07 
899,300 


23,856 


60,120 


.32,983 
23, 421 


280,400 


160,133 


28,800 

326,133 
771,867 
258,800 


$12r.,nP3 
2,320,a56 

951,060 

157, 622 

39,391 

22,046 

120,770 

116,311 

381,822 

78,420 

72,069 

477,634 

247,313 

49,416 

144,516 
473,820 

1,426,662 
17, 132 

513,486 

3,890 

3, 104, 878 


18,313 

496, 0.52 
800,617 

lft3,767 

738,378 

14,470 

304,3.54 
1,015,853 

302,061 

86,8.39 

.  143,434 

3,169,447 

7,048.983 

46,579 

39,873 

50,336 

378,656 
44,. 561 
16,079 
91,748 


73, 492 
399,651 

61,38.5 

51,. 5.52 

46,922 
338,  .571 

a5,409 
139,982 

41,086 

50,465 
195,  .893 
48,710 
53, 353 
20,919 
22:^,922 
109, 124 
14.5,346 
105,081 
62,604 

58,794 

2f6,65S 
280,771 
209,  S>01 
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Alt  ides 


Leather    Con  tinned. 

Sole pouiitb.. 

Other do 

Lime,  ctiloride  of do 

l-ocoraolivcs 

Machinery : 

rrintiiiu' 

Pro  1  le  1 1  i  n)r 

f 'of ton  mill 

I'arl s  of 

Jfaehines.sowin)!:,  knitting,  and  spinning 

Mntch-niakinfT  materials: 

thlorate  of  potasli pounds.. 

Vhosiihani.^ do 

AVax.  i)arani)i do 

Wood  splints do 

.Watches,  Japanese gross. . 

Mcdicin  c  s .  .N 

Metals,  and  mannfactures  of: 

Urn^'s  and  yetlow-mct:U  tubes potuids. . 

Copper  inxot-'^and  slalvs,  Japanese do 

Tron  and  mild  steel— 

nars do 

1  loops do 

Horseshoes do 

Nails,  wire do 

rigs do 

rii)es  and  iuf'os do 

(sheets  and  plates do 

Iron  sheets,  galvanized do 

Iron  and  s t eel  manufactures do 

Lc;id,  in  pigs  and  bai"s do 

.Steel,  bamboo do 

Tinned  plates,  plahi do 

Zinc  slieol s do 

Milk,  eondenvd,  in  tins dozen.. 

Mirrors,  Japanese 

.Naphthalene poimds.. 

Needles .....thoucands.. 

Oil: 

Engine,  mineral !,'a!lons.. 

Kerosene — 

American do 

Sumatra,  in  bulk do 

Japanese,  in  case do 

Lin.-Jeed do.... 

I'afier: 

Bank  notes 

Print  ing- 

Calendered  aiid  sized pmmds. . 

I'ncilendered  and  imsi  zed do 

Wall 

Writinc pounds. . 

other 

I 'epper,  I rl^ick  and  wln'te pounds. . 

I'crfumcrv 

I'liotomuphs  and  i)hotoKi-apIuc  m;iterial3 

HrinI  in?  and  lit  hographic  materials 

Railway  niai crial.s 

fTattan"  '.vhnle pounds . . 

lilbUms.  silk  and  silk  iui.\liu-es 

Uugsaud  •llll^;gets nuu3t>er.. 

Safes  and  ,<  ironp-room  dooi-s do 

Seaweed  s iwinids. . 

."^ark'sfins do.... 

.Shocks  and  staves  for  casks 

Singlets  and  drawers dozen.  .1 

.•^kfns,  untanned:      .  | 

Fo.x,  red .' iuiml>;>r..i 

Sheep (Jo ' 

."•^oap: 

Rar ix>unds 

Toilet 

Socks,  cat  ton dozen 

.Soda  ash I>ounds 

Stationer}- 

Sugar: 

H  ro  \vn pounds 

White. do.. 

Kefi  ned do . . 

Candy do. . 

IVNgrnpli  and  telephone  niaierial- 


191U 


Quantity. 


3t>l,4tlO 
90,400 
353, 807 


Value. 


1917 


271,733 

34,  .TO 

I,. 56.3, 733 

3,961,800 

3.55, 660 


SO,  000 
336,933 

3,73.5,867 

3,9.54,267 

1,964,667 

3,334,933 

6, 573,  S67 

1,262,533 

3,291,600 

1,152,667 

407.333 

610,267 

805,200 

7,761,333 

162,267 

47,358 


272,933 


408,862  107,017 


10. 029, 2,34 
i;  83.5. 087 
1,890,540 


1,211,3.33 
4,307,600 


240. 9:53 


206,667 


613,3.33 


1.831,973 

■  228, 000 

313, 186 

26, 479 

428, 331 

104,4.50 

2.50,  ;»i 
21.701 
29,934 

493, 774 
32,a52 
22, 147 
.52,116 
42,249 

»til,ai2 
2.5, 574 
39, 725 


1,128 
9,««,0ti7 

205, ;«;? 


27,. SCO 
».  n70 


:«,4.'>j 
149,6*1 
03,  lf:6 
;b.7.>«« 

130.673  , 
it),  Vio  I 


Quantity. 


$1.5.>,4iV2 
45,370  j 
16,917 
171,302    . 

21,. 329    . 

88,894  . 
293,263  L 
189,  ;»4  |. 

84,090  ' 

!t7,23!j 
1 5,  ,806 
90,828 
61,575 
839,  .5.82 
182,136 

26,129 
57,  .561 

133,213 

209, 538 
31,. 509 

in,  530 

113,531 
35, 08.5 

124,9:58 
8-5,49.5 
21,162 
.50,535 
48,470 

139,241 
30,:379 
.58,838 
32,482 
42,469 


177,867 
214,5.33 
613,407 


.3.51, 0t>7 


66,800 
2,311.067 
2, 334, 12s 


2,933 
3.33, 863 

5,259,733 
3,496,800 
1,802,000 
4,116,267 


■121,  :m 

1,1.56.000 

!.21h;(XI0 

022,400 

731,3.3:} 

3t)l,  SOO 

4,7.51,333 

7,700 

46, 773 

'"'280,"  133 
258,291 

307,159 

22,476,263 


.524.1.50 
889 


968,933  ' 
6, 13;*,  866 


129,933 

"444, "s66" 


031,867 


31,864 

885 

8,89^533 

107,  :«3 


1,422,000 


73, 74S 
5,300 


i'.s.aw 


:<.094 

10,227 


.83,338  I     3,529,993 

IW.ORI  I 

OS  311  I        12t>,0U2 

129       2.621,133 

102,887    


42. 435, 467 
1.5.343,467 

3t.2<V5,;i.33 
7,547.200 


1,212,651 

591,851 

1,015.783 

421.965 

1.50,  v;t 


37,977,200 

7,757,200 

1.33 


Value. 


$258,566 
i:iC,907 
39,891 
17. 728 

10,405 
130,688 


1.59, '201 
.80,650 


123, 7.57 


52, 022 
206,852 
715,195 
.■?77,939 

1,028 
104,845 

205,948 

•2-38,347 

11,939 

217,507 


17,167 
74, 639 

1.39,766 
29,451 
ti2,828 
:«,4.89 

340,214 

6,585 

06,110 

73,329 

41,713 

240, 790 

9:},677 
4,38.5,676 


i:»,65'.i 
22,651 

28,088 

92, 410 

4.57,810 

19,  ,861 

19,  :J5:i 

582,397 

7i"i,  4.53 

*'>8,296 

i;2,910 

41,482 

777,912 

32, 192 

12,830 

31,958 

11,578 

167,349 

108,727 

72.990 

17:J,398 

20.723 
21.019 

■iV,,  7S4 
171. .576 
12.5. 169 
60. 224 
l.3«t,  491 

1.19^,871 

360,801 

8 
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Articles. 


Tr a,  ercen,  Japanese pounds . . 

TL'iibcr;  .    , 

Softwood sqiinrefoct.. 

Hardwood  and  tcakwood ( iil>ic  feet   . 

riles  and  poles square  feet . . 

riai.ts,  softwood do 

Railway  sleepers pieies. . 


Triininings,  lotton  and  silk 

Tv|5e writers  and  aecessories 

Trunks  and  siiittases •  •  - 

Twine ; pounds. 

C;irs,  I  arriaees.  and  parts  of: 

.\i!to:nobiles,  and  carts  of...; 

Jiprii-ksha  materials. ; 

Railway  carriages  and  parts  of 

Water,  table 

"Wines,  spirits,  ete.' 

Champagnes  and  other  sparkling  wines 

.\  le  and  lH>er 

Brandy 

AVhiskV 

"Wood,  rose  and  red pounds. 

%Vool,  Berlin do. - . 

■\Voolen  and  cotton  mixtures 

Voolen  goods ,. 

A 11  ot  her  articles 


Quantity.       Value 


1,270.979 

77,798 

2,236.3.34 

t5,012,t549 

757,192 


$33, R47 
39,994 
74,093 
169, 469 
t'a5,f>»4 
32,143 
55,409 
34, 157 


Total 47,715,471 


214,920 
162,927 


l,72>,7t)7 
44,^00 


40,511 

48,969 
i:(7,641 
23,250 
29, 155 
37..V20 
:«,554 
190, 0(» 
131,409 
3,495,287 


Quantity.       Value, 


446,000 

2,260,171 

7:«.  172 

l,asi,3.34 

4,391,9:}5 

375,384 


53,007 


394,400 
51, 200 


$31,485 

99,131 
317,830 
44. lis 
192.6,30 
507,979 
40,092 
101,941 
20,  .525 
30.114 
21,022 

253,288 

143, 134 

275.390 

31,240 

21,4,39 
195,026 
45,398 
38,096 
11,797 
117,. =04 
327,577 
224,046 
11,897,292 


68,542,30* 


Piece- Goods  Trade — Oil  and  Lumber. 

Tluno  was  a  good  demand  for  cotton  piece  goods  durinp;  the  year, 
which  was  largely  met  by  increasingly  large  importations  from 
Japan.  In  .shirtings,  both  gray  and  white,  the  Japanese  imports 
were  more  than  double  those  of  lOlG,  while  in  sheetings,  drills,  jeans, 
and  T  cloths  they  also  showed  very  substantial  increases.  The  im- 
ports of  Japanese  cotton  yarn,  on  the  other  hand,  decreased  consid- 
eralily. 

The  trade  in  kerosene  oil  remained  about  the  same  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  scarcity  of  tonnage  has  made  it  very  difficult  for 
the  oTl'companies  to  replenish  their  stocks.  Freights  on  oil  have 
increased  practically  tenfold  within  the  past  few  years. 

Increased  costs  at  home  and  high  freiglits  have  greatly  increased 
the  i)ri(e  of  imported  lumber.  For  this  reason,  where  native  woods 
can  be  used,  the  use  of  Oregon  pine  and  other  imported  lumber  has 
been  done  away  Avith.  However,  in  first-class  construction  work, 
especially  railway  construction  and  maintenance,  imported  Oregon 
pine  is  ,still  used."'  Sales  of  imported  lumber  in  1917  were,  roughly, 
alx)ut  half  that  of  a  normal  year.  Sleepers  used  locally  in  railway 
con.struction  are  for  the  most  part  of  Japanese  oalc.  The  railways 
have  tried  in  some  instances  to  use  native-pine  sleepers  but  have  been 
unsuccessful  in  getting  anywhere  near  their  requirements.  The  bulk 
of  the  native  lumber  used  in  Tientsin  is  known  as  Anlung  pine  or 
Mancliiirian  pine.  It  is  brought  from  the  Yalu  Iviver  in  Manchuria 
to  Tientsin  by  both  native  junk  and  small  steamer.  It  comes  in 
rough -hewn  logs  in  lengths  of  8,  1"2,  IG,  and  '24  feet  and  is  sawed 
locally  entirely  by  hand.  Small  amounts  of  rhilipi)ine  hardwoods 
are  imported  foi-  flooring  and  interior  finish. 

In  i)iactically  all  lines  of  manufactured  goods  impoiiers  have 
ft-uiid  themselves  handicapped  by  the  difficulty  in  securing  quotations 
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from  abroad.  Manufacturers  have  had  ordern  booked  in  some  in- 
stances sufficient  to  keep  their  factories  running  to  full  capacitj'  for 
a  year  ahead.  QuolatioiLs  have  been  given  to  local  importers  with 
shipment  six  months  to  a  year  hence,  and  the  prices  (|Uoted  were 
subject  to  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  raw  material  l)etween  the  date  the 
order  was  accepted  and  the  date  of  manufiK-ture.  In  steel  and  in  all 
metal  lines  it  is  very  difficult  for  importers  to  obtain  deliveries  on 
their  orders.  Local  stocks  of  all  kinds  are  low,  and,  in  spite  of  liiiili 
prices,  anyone  who  has  goods  in  stock  cau  dis))os<'  of  them  readily. 

Principal  Items  of  Export  Trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  leading 
exports  (including  rcexpoits)  from  Tientsin  during  191()  and  1917: 


191(i 


AiUi-lo.- 


Aniuuils:  Uor.i0.i  aud  iwnioj .uuinbor. 

Black pouuds . 

Broad do... 

(Jivoii do... 

White do... 

Yellow do. . . 

Boiic?.s ,  rof 1 1  sc do . . . 

Bristles do... 

ilandfes do. . . 

Carpel  s 

Cement pounds. 

Cereals:  Wheat do... 

<  'hestniils do. . . 

Cigarettes do . . . 

Clothin? 

Coal; 

KailOT tons. 

Shan  si do... 

Uunlcei- do. . . 

( ;oekles,  dried jioiiuds . 

( '01  ton  goods: 

Xanl<:.>?ns do. . . 

Canvas yards. 

( "ol ton,  raw pounds. 

Curios 


Quanlity. 


013 

I    4.(ta'>,333 

\        102,933 

I  18.r07,(Ki7 

2; 005, 733 

S,  053,  St>7 

38,933,333 

2,t>39,067 

1,431. 467 


Value. 


1917 


Quaulity. 


64,667,467 

17,148,933 

3,.572,.S00 

108, 067 


33,555 
13.976 
59; 939 
1,861),  53:} 

2,991,()(>0 


Dales; 

RIaek jioimds. 

Ued do... 

ICrPs: 

Krosh niimha- . 

Preserved-  - 

Albumen  and  yolk pounds. 

AJUimen do... 

Volfc do... 

FeailKTS do . . . 

I'iljers: 

Hemp do... 

Jute do... 

♦  ironndnnts: 

Cake do... 

I'ulp do... 

In  .shell do. . . 

lluirs: 

'■Joat do. .. 

1  loi  so do. . . 

Unman do... 

I  lilies: 

Cow  and  I mllaio do. . . 

lioTse  aiKl  as* do... 

1  merit  ines: 

rig \ do... 

Sheep do... 

I.ard do... 

1/eather do. .. 

Licorice do. . . 

Mats,  straw  and  rn^h number. 

Vfedi''iiio« _ ponirN. 


37,06i3,.>« 


R,4fiC,fi67 
».4.t3.867. 

I 


«36, 181 

54,741 

1,726  I 

:!02, 154 

34,889 

139,766  I 

327,373  I 

l.;>t«,588  i 

126,  .525  i 

634, 180 

295,230 

2i4,373 

S4,785 

W,  131 

00,873 

111,174 
52,093 

198,590 
64,641 

836, 30() 


787 


0, 568, 267 


42,731,600 

2,704.800 

931:733 


4,509,063 
302,887 

402, 367 

;«2,37e 


lia 


61.112 
756 

il8.65S 
23.998 


!»,464,39>)l         194,318 


634.667  i 
951,7:13  ) 
:...502,l:« 
190, 5:«  i 

9,404. 2ti7 
8,898,467 

2.:J06,267  I 
U,  349,  167  ! 
11,.'>41,933  I 

1.0:',2.400  ' 

I : 610. 133  I 

."•(X».4O0 

4,780.367 
1,979,333 


76,590,133 


2,689,200  i 
52,967 


26, 150 

1,015 

54,417 

174,933 

l.TiW.OOO 

29,322 

21,092,266 


269,471) 

17, 192 
308, 103 
200, 761 

SO.  TitJ 
172.060 
n,431 


2.563,733  < 
4,52!, 73;j  j 

.Vi.  156.010  ' 

290.  .UT 
l.OKi.UlM 
!.oa"),  107 

120.  .-1.3:1 

7,00.1,000  ' 
5,828.400 

l.M0,667 
13,874,800, 
3,043,867 

s90, 206  i 
.SK*,860  ] 
014,13.3 


::;9,007 

'.t5.  161 

108.  nw 

Hi.  629 

•198,800  , 

n:«,  770 

.'16.000 

•-M ,  .VW 

.•.71,.m;7 

235,4*).) 

.-.89,i»7H 

.v<,  .vw 

,  r 15.  200 

lM.s.;( 

1.15<l,729;     2,3A8,(KJ0i 
•.'S,s.:i63  '     2.3:18,533  I 


JM,667  1 
92,400  i 


.'86,933 


7,857,067 
293.  .150 

6.6(13.  ;{3:< 


Value. 


*54,T94 


130,643 


4.56, 227 
,174,726 
104,01(1 

781,881 
120.041 


.S9,49ll 

38,409 


100,092 

4,059 

222,021 

20, 60S 

701,792 

104,681 

4.19.8,601 

257, 292 

1,52, 97^ 
217,232 

.'W2,.844 

38.602 
.S28, 752 
733,768 

.10..139 

ii96.707 
2-31,853 

17,730 

492,473 

72. 1.85 

70,346 

228,300 

4I,84.5 

7^13,  Ittl 
128,181 

126,104 
24,032 
32,536 


.-.71,012 
.^5,931 

.'.87,  I3S 


20 


SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE   REPORTS. 


Arlii'Ic. 


Metals: 

Briis!!.  old pounds . 

Copi  or,  olJ do. . . 

Tin  rompoiiud do. . . 

Iron   - 

Old do... 

I'i? do... 

I  loop,  old do . . . 

Mii-ilirooms do. . . 

Musk do. . . 

Oil; 

Bean do... 

(  aslor do... 

(iroundnnt 'io... 

Oil  cases  and  tins,  empty niimbor. 

Pears,  fresh poii  nds . 

I'cas do.. . 

I'olato's do. . . 

Preserves do . . . 

Salt do... 

Samslui do . . . 

Soa  shells do. . . 

Seeds; 

-Vpricct do... 

rot  ton do . . . 

1.  insced do . . . 

?.teIon do. . . 

Rape do. . . 

Skins: 

Goat— 

Tannod nii  mbcr . 

Untanned do. . . 

Sheep,  untanned do. . . 


Quantity. 


25, 220, 267 
79G,1)3:J 
275,  SSi 


Value. 


?3, 37S, 477 
1I(1,S92 
o.s,27J 


1S3,200 
231 

1.748.267 

4,156,  l;W 

6,7')6,V00 

aV).  107 

21,47:},J67 
3,,'i84,(IOO 
3,17«,.'>3,") 
221,067 
9,633,:m 

22, 090,  ,'■00 
2,874,400 

3,714,006 
15,904,ft« 
25,23;J,200 

7,41.-),73:<  ' 
13,344,400 


4G1, 224 
4,019,301 
1,018,082 


170,997 
52,303 

RS,297 
193.042 
419, 128 
26, 360 
l.i4.025 
62,341 
22, 32S 
21,036 
31,757 
9.^9,075 
5.3, 569 

402,909 
122,83.5 
485,009 
200, 286 
257,4/3 


1917 


Quantity.        Value 


14,625.600 
292.000 
Uf<,400 

9, 210,  .->.■« 

7,847,733 

2,011,7;B 

107,067 

16U 


1,024,067 

1,810,533 

.125, 538 

1,254,267 


18,308,399 
767,467 

2,627,067 
8,660,267 
21,0ai.000 
3.346,206 
9,958,000 


484,058  469.632 

1,804,669   3,G72,.'>08 

352,931  I  1,520,872 


12,388.187 
('>4,»|.'. 
2.5, 550 

168,141 
1.56.091 

:»,  734 
191.709 

44,076 


0-l,f«0 
140.307 

07, lOS 
171,810 


1,030,144 
12,910 

305,740 
89,470 
536,314 
174. V41 
251, 20 J 


487,099 

2,292,3,87 

892.009 


Exports  of  Wool  and  Cotton — Licorice  Soot. 

Sheep  and  ClUlle^^s  wool,  which  was  the  prineipal  item  of  export, 
.showed  a  slight  increase  in  the  (juantity  exported  during  the  year. 
Prices  were  very  firm  at  the  be<>iiinin<r  of  the  year,  hut  (h'opped  off 
somewhat  at  the  end,  owinir  to  the  rise  in  silver  exchanae.  The  bulk 
of  the  Tientsin  wool  is  a  coar.se,  short-staple  vv'ool.  and  is  used  entirely 
for  carpets.  There  are,  liowever,  some  of  the  finer  fjrades,  which  can 
be  sorted  out  and  useci  for  other  purposes.  The  demand  for  goat- 
skins and  sheepskins  continued  brisk,  large  quantities  of  these  goods 
being  u.sed  for  military  purposes.  The  finer  skins,  such  as  fox, 
marmot,  and  I'ibet  lamlj.  showed  decided  decreases. 

The  cotton  crop  for  1017  was  damaged  con'^iderably  ])y  the  floods. 
A  large  amount  of  cotton  was  exported  to  the  Ihiited  States  during 
the  Hr.st  half  of  the  year.  During  the  fall  Japanese  buyers  entered 
the  market,  and  considerable  quantities  of  Chinese  cotton  were 
shipped  to  Japan.  Local  prices  advanced  somewhat  toward  the  end 
of  the  year. 

The  business  in  licorice  root  has  flourished  since  its  inti'oduction 
a  few  years  ago.  Previous  to  the  war  the  bulk  of  this  article  was 
ol)tained  from  Mesoj^otamia,  and  the  China  product  was  very  little 
known.  In  lid.")  about  3,()0(),0()()  pounds  of  licoi-ico  root  were  shi])i)ed 
from  Tientsin,  and  in  11)17  this  figure  had   increased  to  7,<S00,000 

i)ounds.  The  root  grows  in  the  region  of  northern  Shansi  and  inner 
^longolia,  and  is  u.sed  abroad  very -extensively  for  medicinal  purposes 
and  in  the  manufacture  of  cigarettes  and  chewing  gnm. 

Straw-Braid  Trade  of  Tientsin. 

Since  the  war  Tientsin  has  become  increasingly  impoilant  as  a 
straw-braid  maiket.     Several  firm.s  are  engaged  in  the  shipment  of 
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this  article,  cliiefl}'  to  the  United  States,  The  present  European  busi- 
ness is  very  small,  aUliough  some  straw  braids  arc  >?hippe(l  to  London 
under  special  Government  license. 

About  20,000  ])ales  of  Laicliow  whole  sti'aw  has  been  in  the  dealers' 
hands  in  Tientsin  during  11)17,  and  about  25,000  cases  of  split  braid. 
There  has  also  been  a  considerable  stock  of  the  latter  held  in  Chefoo, 
and  this  is  shipped  to  Tientsin  when  the  nuirket  is  favorable.  The 
American  market  during  the  past  year  was  buying  rather  heavily, 
although  jirices  were  .')0  j)er  cent  higher  than  in  j^revious  years.  One 
reason  for  this  is  that  ihe  United  States  is  exporting  straw  braid, 
after  it  is  bleached,  to  South  America,  This  business  was  formerly 
in  the  hands  of  the  British  importers  and  bleachers.  There  has  been 
shipped  to  the  United  States  during  the  year  approximately  the  fol- 
lowing (juantities  of  braid:  Laichow  mottled,  15,000  bales  (210  pieces 
in  a  bale  and  120  yards  in  a  piece)  ;  split  ])lain,  6,000  cases  (480  pieces 
in  a  case  and  (50  3'ards  in  a  piece)  ;  split  piping,  14,000  cases;  Yang- 
shin,  500  bales;  an<l  Shingkee,  300  bales. 

There  is  a  considerable  loca.1  demand  for  straw  braid  foJ"  the  manu- 
facture of  .stravv-  hats;  also,  Japanese  hat  manufacturers  are  taking  a 
considerable  quantity  of  China  braid.  On  May  1, 1918,  there  was  prac- 
tically no  braid  available,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  export  houses 
had  cleared  the  uiarlcet  in  anticipation  of  a  restriction  of  imports  into 
Ameiica. 
Declared  Exports  to  United  States, 

The  following  table  gives  the  (piantity  and  value  of  the.  chief 
articles  invoiced  at  Tientsin  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  during 
the  past  two  years: 


19ir, 


Anil!,: 


Apricot  kernels pounds. 

Rcans do. . . 

BrisUt's do... 

Carpets: 

New stiiiarc  feet . 

Old 

Cot  ion 1 101  iwls . 

Kggs: 

Alhuuien do. . . 

Yolk do... 

Koathers  and  down,  duck do. . . 

Fiber,  ve^et  able do . . . 

Hair: 

Catlle do... 

'ioat do... 

!lorsi' do... 

Uuniaii do... 

-Non 

Uemp pounds . 

11  ides; 

Ox  :iii!l  P0W..». do. .. 

ilorsc  and  pony do. . . 

Intestines: 

Pit? 

SlM-ep 

Jute pounds. 

Larrl do. 


Quantity. 


280,761 

730,684 

1,502,262 

017,  o09 


l.';,!<().^,4i:j 

93.607 

1 79;  800 

111,619 

2,126,914 

21,9iS7 

945,a6;{ 

f.tX),3Sl 
186,112 


Value. 


:4S(),:{L'.-|  1 

2,510.331 
1,359;282  j 


T.icoriceroot do... 

Nnt.s: 

Pi  a'.iuts do. . . 

Walnuts do. . . 

Oil: 

Peanut 

Castor pounds. 

JVas do. .. 


2,3.50,346 

"'2S7,'582  I 

1,19S,397  i 
6,099,803  t 


$25,269 

32,273 

l,a59,37I 

867.852 

64;  ISO 

1,904,719 

.■)1,332 

10,020 

17,559 

M.'i,  702 

1,970 
246, 848 ^ 
297, 470 

k-.,066 
114,025 

46,031 

597, 779 
:{19,«79 

t\.%  443 
121,660 
104,041 


1917 


Quantity. 


221, 440 

416. S9S 

1,629,707 

714.312 


14,1X1.695 

:<06,  ,S18 
4U.4S.S 
119.<t!)4 
!»1,2«2 

317 
210,120 
403.  777 
20f.,32o 

470,22(1 

1.320.732 
436, 421 


rr.T.  13^ 


17,527 

51,161 
.560,  in 

2<,3S3 

■';?'..' 27!' 


1,2:14,418 

22,K00 

5,020,121 

4,Cai,S15 
2.Rln,0-Hi 


'■■l.twiO 


Value. 


$10,933 

26, 1?2 

1,588,051 

762,012 

3, 543 

2,V],711 

2.5S,  S72 

12:j,473 

■2<,  464 

13,924 

2,647 
52, 750 
274, 186 
81,079 
21,986 
x«,592 

490,  .537 
152,037 

139,640 
197,902 
91,800 
3,983 
10,47>> 

:t24, 77^ 
493,2% 

14,Oi".7 
15,923 
.-.,C74 
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Articles. 


Foods:  , 

Flax pounds. 

l.insood <]o -■■ 

Mustard do. . . 

Hapo ilo--- 

Fkin.s  (furs,  mats,  and  robes): 

Antolopp. piccos. 

Calf rto... 

]>bc do... 

Fox do . . . 

(ioat <lo... 

Kniinskv do. . . 

1  ami) . .' do. . . 

>t;irniot do . . . 

Sl)oop do . . . 

Ftraw  braid 

■\Vool: 

Camol pounds. 

8heop do. . . 

All  otlier  articles 


191G 


Quantity.        Value 


2,791 

485 


22, 

12, 

4,21f>, 

62, 

370, 
1,361, 


mi 

,344 

•  in 

,970 
,41H 
,093 
,x>*l 
640 
142 
431 


1,C62 
2S,1S3 


Total 22,752,013 


$S2,600 
70,014 
lo,  7H9 

4,94S 

14,542 

42->,a34 

45, lOS 

,525,07S 

30, 7Pn 

4,199 

ll:;,7S7 

,1.-.5,,34S 

,41X),31.S 

705, 592 
,630,S^6 
566, 22.5 


1917 


Quanlily.        Value, 


9, 000. 000 
4(KI,000 
2(KI,(KMI 
424, VOO 

23,033 

22, 1X5 

2:J2,775 

10.969 

4,765,290 

32,303 

5,605 

22, 540 

1,935,702 


2,050,133 
34, 700,  lb'6 


$415,.3S0 
15,a7.s 
9,220 
20,115 

12.10) 

12.291 

207, 1 1 1 

49,007 

5, 56:1, 201 

26,704 

£3,S62 

H,  4;i'.) 

2,270,7.54 

3, 149,  OSS 

1,021,20^ 

11,5S0,S>*2 

320,417 


33,374,85S 


Returned  American  ffoods  were  valued  at  $1,035  in  1017.     The  de- 
clared exports  to  the  rhilippine  Islands  amounted  to  $50r),-285  in 
1917,  compared  with  $951,890  in  191G;  and  to  Hawaii,  to  $3,487  in 
1917,  compared  with  $75*2. 
Railway  Lines — Shipping  Statistics. 

The  four  leading  railwav  lines  in  the  Tientsin  district  arc  the 
Pekino-Mukden  line,  9G5  kilometers  (GOO  miles)  lono-;  the  Pekin<r- 
llankow  line,  1,81G  kilometers  (818  miles)  long;  the  Tientsin-Pukow 
line,  1.107  kilometers  (688  miles)  long:  and  the  Peking-Suiyuan  line, 
4-29  kilometers  ("207  miles)  long. 

The  total  of  steam  shii)ping  which  entered  and  cleared  the  port  of 
Tientsin  during  1917  was  the  lowest  in  the  past  10  years.  This  was 
to  he  expected  on  account  of  the  demands  for  shipping  in  other  parts 
of  the  world.  Entries  for  the  year  amounted  to  75G  steamers,  witli 
an  aggregate  tonnage  of  829,012,  and  clearances  to  754  steamers,  with 
a  tonnage  of  826,379. 

The  number  of  passengers  carried  by  steamer  to  and  from  the  port 
shows  a  considerable  decrease,  due  to  the  increasing  popularity  of 
rail  tiavel. 

Traflic  on  all  lines  was  well  maintained  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year.  However,  on  July  27,  the  Peking-Hankow  line  was  destroyed 
i)y  floods,  and  through  traflic  was  not  resumed  until  three  months 
later.  The  loss  of  trafKc  during  this  time  is  estimated  at  $3,000,000, 
local  currency,  -while  repairs  to  damages  amounted  to  $1,000,000 
more.  On  August  8  the  Tientsin-Pukow  line  was  similarly  broken 
l)y  the  flood  and  remained  closed  to  through  traffic  until  November  2G. 
Diiiing  those  months  thousands  of  tons  of  cereals  and  other  com- 
modities were  stored  along  the  line.  Later  in  the  year  there  was  a 
serious  car  shoi'tage  on  the  Peking-Mukden  Ixailway,  owing  to  num- 
bers of  cars  being  used  for  the  transport  of  troops  on  other  line?. 
This  seriously  interfered  with  the  transport  of  commodities,  and 
Tientsin  was  for  a  short  time  threatened  with  a  coal  famine. 
Damage  Caused  by  Floods — Conservancy  Work. 

During  the  summer  of  1*>17  tliere  was  a  very  considerable  rainfall 
in  tlie  Province  of  Shansi.     The  various  rivers  which  find  their  out- 
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lot  to  the  SOU  through  the  Pei  at  Tientsin,  notably  the  II un  Ho, 
became  greatly  swollen,  and  in  September  the  Hun  Ho  l)urst  its  dikes 
and  Hooded  the  surrounding  country.  The  (irand  C'anal  likewise 
burst  its  banks  some  Ifttlo  distance  from  Tientsin,  and  on  the  night 
of  September  24  the  British,  French,  and  Japanese  concessions  at 
Tientsin  wore  almpst  entirely  covered  with  a  depth  of  water  ranging 
from  one  to  live  feet.  The  entire  region  to  the  west  and  south  of 
Tientsin,  comprising  about  15,000  square  miles  of  the  most  fortile 
and  populous  country  in  the  Province  of  Chihli,  Avas  flooded  to  an 
average  de[)th  of  (>  feet.  ^  It  is  estimated  that  crops  to  the  value  of 
$100,000,000,  local  currency,  Avere  destroyed,  and  the  damage  to  other 
property  of  all  kintls  was  enormous.  About  80.000  hamlets,  villages, 
and  larger  towns  wore  suljmerged,  and  the  sutYering  of  the  ])eoplo 
bocam(^  most  intense,  particularly  after  cold  Avoathor  sot  in.  Many 
peoi)lo  found  their  Avay  to  Tientsin,  Avhere  various  relief  measures 
Avero  at  once  instituted.  Measures  Avere  also  taken  by  the  munici- 
jjal  authorities  of  the  various  foreign  concessions  to  relieve  their 
concessions  of  Avater.  It  was  decided  to  build  a  dike  around  the 
submerged  area  and  to  pump  out  the  flood  Avater.  Accordingly,  a 
dike  several  miles  in  length  was  constructed,  inclosing  the  ex-German, 
British,  French,  and  Japanese  areas,  and  the  Avator  was  pum}iod  out 
by  means  of  steam  pumps.     ' 

The  question  of  river  conservancy  Avork  in  order  to  properly  con- 
trol the  rivers  of  the  Province  has  been  agitated  for  some  years  past. 
During  the  past  year  a  proposal  Avas  made  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  commission  to  ,be  composed  of  three  representatives  of  the 
Chinese  Government  and  three  persons  nominated  by  the  Board  of 
the  Pei  Gonservancy  "  to  study  the  important  and  far-reaching- 
questions  involved  Avhich  are  of  vital  im])ortance  to  the  vast  antl 
growing  trade  of  North  China,  the  shi])ping  interests  of  Tientsin, 
and  the  Avelfare  and  prosperity  of  the  agricidtural  communities  in 
the  plains,  and  ultimately  to  submit  reconmiendatious  for  the  infor- 
mation and  acceptance  of  the  Chinese  (jovernment.'"  This  proposal 
Avas  assented  to  by  the  Chinese  (iovernment,  and  the  board  met  at 
Tientsin  in  the  early  spring  of  1918.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
reconnnendations  of  the  board  Avill  be  efficiently  and  speedily  carried 
out,  as  the  problem  is  not  alone  to  control  floods,  but  also  to  secure, 
an  even  and  regular  floAv  of  Avator  in  the  Pei  Avhich  is  so  neces^nry  if 
Tientsin  is  to  maintain  its  ])lace  as  a  ]iort  of  shijunont. 
Constniction  AVork. 

Construction  work  in  the  foreign  concessions  in  Tientsin  con- 
tinued thi'oughout  the  year  in  spite  of  the  increased  cost  of  building 
material.  There  is  an  over-increasing  demand  by  Chinese  for  houses 
in  the  concessions,  and  rentals  accordingly  continue  high.  Land 
values  in  the  concessions  have  also  appreciated  considerably.  The 
Yu  Yuan  Cotton  &  Weaving  Co.,  a  Chinese  cotton  mill,  the  machin- 
ery for  Avhich  was  installed  by  an  Amei'ican  firm  at  a  cost  oL'  approxi- 
mately $300,000  United  States  currency,  Avas  completed  during  the 
year  ami  commenced  Avork  early  in  the  spring.  Another  (,'hinese 
(  otton  mill  of  about  the  same  size  (•J.'i.OOO  sjiindlo^)  is  under  construc- 
tion in  Tientsin. 
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